The planning process
and community consultation
Because of the importance of the proposed development in
helping the UK meet its increasing energy needs, the KGSP is
classified as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP).

Next steps
The timeline below shows the indicative timescales
for the Project.
Non statutory consultation

This means that rather than going through the local authority like most planning applications, the
KGSP requires a Development Consent Order (DCO) from the Secretary of State for Energy and
Climate Change (DECC). The Planning Inspectorate is the government agency responsible for
examining planning applications for NSIPs.
As part of the DCO application process it is necessary to undertake a period of statutory
consultation on the proposed development. Before this a non-statutory or ‘informal’ stage of
consultation will run from now until 20th June 2014. This will help to firm up our proposals before
undertaking the statutory stage of consultation in September-October this year.

The Keuper
Gas Storage Project

April-June 2014

Statutory consultation
September-October 2014

Submission of DCO application
Early 2015

A series of public information days will be held where members of the Project Team will be on hand
to answer your questions. The exhibitions will be held on the following dates:

Determination of the DCO
Date

Venue

Tuesday 6th May
2pm - 8pm

Whitley Village Hall, Village Lane, Higher Whitley, Warrington, WA4 4EJ

Early 2016

Construction starts
From 2017

Wednesday 7th May
2pm - 8pm

Pavilions, Sandy Lane, Runcorn, Cheshire, WA7 4EX

Friday 9th May
2pm - 8pm

Lostock Club, Works Lane, Northwich, Cheshire, CW9 7NW

Thursday 15th May
2pm - 8pm

Byley Village Hall, Moss Lane, Middlewich, Cheshire, CW10 9NG

Friday 16th May
2pm - 8pm

Lach Dennis Village Hall, Holmes Chapel Road, Lach Dennis, Northwich,
Cheshire, CW9 7SZ

Keuper Gas Storage Limited is developing plans for additional
underground gas storage facilities at the Holford Brinefield,
and surrounding area north of Middlewich, Cheshire.
The Keuper Gas Storage Project (KGSP) is still at an early stage, but it is important to let you know
what is proposed and how the plans will progress. We are committed to keeping you updated
about the proposed development and listening to your views, and this newsletter is just the first step
in explaining the plans. Here you will find more information about the Project, details of how to
take part in the consultation and how to get in touch with members of the Project Team.

What is proposed
The proposed KGSP would involve using underground salt cavities - created through solution
mining - to store natural gas. INEOS Enterprises has been solution mining the Holford Brinefield for
over 80 years. This process produces brine, a concentrated salt solution, which is used to produce
chlorine, which makes our drinking water safe. Brine is also used in the production of everyday
essentials such as washing powder, toothpaste and table salt. Over 200 cavities have already been
developed at the site for brine production, 9 of which are currently in use for gas storage with a
further 20 in development.
Once the brine is mined, the specially designed cavity left behind can then be used to store natural
gas. Creating up to 19 new cavities as part of the KGSP would play a part in keeping the lights on
in the UK by providing a flexible supply of energy.
Location of existing and proposed new cavities

Solution mining starts
From 2018

Gas storage starts
From 2020

If you have mobility issues and are unable to attend the public information days please contact us
using the details provided for more information about alternatives.

Environmental Impact Assessment
As part of the DCO application an Environmental Impact Assessment will be prepared. A Scoping
Report has already been submitted to the Planning Inspectorate to identify the environmental studies
that we will need to carry out to inform the decision making process.

Getting in touch
You can get in touch to ask questions or give your feedback on the plans in a number of ways*:
• You can call: Freephone 0800 1777 250 (Monday to Friday 9.00am to 5.30pm)
• You can email: info@kgsp.co.uk
• You can write: Freepost RSKS-SBBE-LHHZ, Keuper Gas Storage Project,
c/o PPS Group, 30-32 Charlotte Street, Manchester, M1 4FD
• Visit the website: You can find out more about the Project and fill in a feedback form
on the website www.kgsp.co.uk
If you would like to register your interest in the Project and receive regular updates please contact us
using one of the ways to get in touch above.
*These contact details will put you in touch with PPS Group who are managing the consultation on our behalf
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Why do we need gas storage?

The Project
Runcorn

Gas storage helps to keep lights on and homes warm across the UK by providing a secure and
flexible source of energy. Over a quarter of the UK’s electricity is generated from gas and we rely
heavily on imports, meaning domestic storage is needed to respond to variable demands – for
example, when more gas is needed during colder, darker winter months. Forecasts show that gas
will remain an important energy source for heating and electricity for UK homes for many decades.
The Government has recognised the importance of gas storage and the Energy and Climate
Change Committee, which examines the work of government departments, has called for the
Government to double the UK’s current gas storage by 2020.

Investing in gas storage in Northwich, Cheshire
INEOS has an ongoing demand for brine to meet the needs of our operations across Cheshire
and our other customers in the chemical industry. Even without gas storage, cavities would still be
required to provide the brine. This proposed development would make use of the salt cavities once
all brine has been extracted.
Cheshire’s geology also means it is one of the few places in the UK where gas can be safely
stored underground and there are already a number of existing gas storage facilities operating in
the area. INEOS Enterprises has been mining the Holford Brinefield for generations and has an
excellent understanding of the geology in the area. Additional surveys have also recently been
undertaken to ensure all the geological data is up to date.
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The Benefits
Cuddington

• Providing a flexible and secure supply of energy to help keep the lights on in the UK

• Supporting INEOS’ businesses at Runcorn by providing brine, which is essential to
ongoing operations

Who is Keuper Gas Storage Ltd?
The Keuper Gas Storage Project is being developed by Keuper Gas Storage Limited, a wholly
owned subsidiary of INEOS Enterprises Group Limited.
Keuper Gas Storage Limited is the project developer. INEOS Enterprises Limited is the land
owner and its Brine & Water Business would be responsible for the solution mining of brine to
facilitate this proposed development.
INEOS has strong ties to the region and employs over 1,200 people in Runcorn and
Northwich. The Company produces a range of essential chemicals for use by industry
in the UK and overseas.
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All of the proposed new gas
storage cavities will be located
at the Holford Brinefield in
Northwich. There are some other
smaller construction works that
will need to be undertaken as part
of the Project, which include two
new brine processing tanks on
the Lostock Works Site, Northwich
and the refurbishment of the
existing Whitley Pumping Station
in Whitley. The existing pipeline
between Holford and Runcorn will
continue to be used to transport
brine – this pipeline will not be
used to move gas. At Runcorn,
A51
the development will involve
extending an existing pipeline
located at the main INEOS
ChlorVinyls site.
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• A significant investment in Cheshire which can be delivered without subsidies
from Government
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Natural gas has been stored safely in cavities in the Holford Brinefield since the 1980s. The
facilities have to meet strict safety standards, which are amongst the most stringent in the world.

• Up to 300 construction jobs and 30 operational jobs
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The Project
Runcorn

Gas storage helps to keep lights on and homes warm across the UK by providing a secure and
flexible source of energy. Over a quarter of the UK’s electricity is generated from gas and we rely
heavily on imports, meaning domestic storage is needed to respond to variable demands – for
example, when more gas is needed during colder, darker winter months. Forecasts show that gas
will remain an important energy source for heating and electricity for UK homes for many decades.
The Government has recognised the importance of gas storage and the Energy and Climate
Change Committee, which examines the work of government departments, has called for the
Government to double the UK’s current gas storage by 2020.

Investing in gas storage in Northwich, Cheshire
INEOS has an ongoing demand for brine to meet the needs of our operations across Cheshire
and our other customers in the chemical industry. Even without gas storage, cavities would still be
required to provide the brine. This proposed development would make use of the salt cavities once
all brine has been extracted.
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excellent understanding of the geology in the area. Additional surveys have also recently been
undertaken to ensure all the geological data is up to date.
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The Keuper Gas Storage Project is being developed by Keuper Gas Storage Limited, a wholly
owned subsidiary of INEOS Enterprises Group Limited.
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in the UK and overseas.

Web: www.kgsp.co.uk | Freephone: 0800 1777 250 | Email: info@kgsp.co.uk

All of the proposed new gas
storage cavities will be located
at the Holford Brinefield in
Northwich. There are some other
smaller construction works that
will need to be undertaken as part
of the Project, which include two
new brine processing tanks on
the Lostock Works Site, Northwich
and the refurbishment of the
existing Whitley Pumping Station
in Whitley. The existing pipeline
between Holford and Runcorn will
continue to be used to transport
brine – this pipeline will not be
used to move gas. At Runcorn,
A51
the development will involve
extending an existing pipeline
located at the main INEOS
ChlorVinyls site.

Web: www.kgsp.co.uk | Freephone: 0800 1777 250 | Email: info@kgsp.co.uk

Knutsford
A556

A533

A49

• A significant investment in Cheshire which can be delivered without subsidies
from Government

A556

M56

Natural gas has been stored safely in cavities in the Holford Brinefield since the 1980s. The
facilities have to meet strict safety standards, which are amongst the most stringent in the world.

• Up to 300 construction jobs and 30 operational jobs

M6

Lostock Tanks
Two new brine processing tanks
will be built on the Lostock Works
Site at Northwich.
A556

Lostock Saturators
M6
The brine is pumped to
existing brine cavities
to the north of Lach
Dennis where it is
‘saturated’ which makes
it a more concentrated
brine solution. No new
development is taking
place here.

Lach Dennis

A533

A556
A54

Byley

Holford Brinefield
Brine will be removed from up to 19 new
cavities that will then be used to store
natural gas.

A49

A54

Winsford
A54

M6

A54

Middlewich

The planning process
and community consultation
Because of the importance of the proposed development in
helping the UK meet its increasing energy needs, the KGSP is
classified as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP).

Next steps
The timeline below shows the indicative timescales
for the Project.
Non statutory consultation

This means that rather than going through the local authority like most planning applications, the
KGSP requires a Development Consent Order (DCO) from the Secretary of State for Energy and
Climate Change (DECC). The Planning Inspectorate is the government agency responsible for
examining planning applications for NSIPs.
As part of the DCO application process it is necessary to undertake a period of statutory
consultation on the proposed development. Before this a non-statutory or ‘informal’ stage of
consultation will run from now until 20th June 2014. This will help to firm up our proposals before
undertaking the statutory stage of consultation in September-October this year.
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April-June 2014

Statutory consultation
September-October 2014

Submission of DCO application
Early 2015

A series of public information days will be held where members of the Project Team will be on hand
to answer your questions. The exhibitions will be held on the following dates:

Determination of the DCO
Date

Venue

Tuesday 6th May
2pm - 8pm

Whitley Village Hall, Village Lane, Higher Whitley, Warrington, WA4 4EJ

Early 2016

Construction starts
From 2017

Wednesday 7th May
2pm - 8pm

Pavilions, Sandy Lane, Runcorn, Cheshire, WA7 4EX

Friday 9th May
2pm - 8pm

Lostock Club, Works Lane, Northwich, Cheshire, CW9 7NW

Thursday 15th May
2pm - 8pm

Byley Village Hall, Moss Lane, Middlewich, Cheshire, CW10 9NG

Friday 16th May
2pm - 8pm

Lach Dennis Village Hall, Holmes Chapel Road, Lach Dennis, Northwich,
Cheshire, CW9 7SZ

Keuper Gas Storage Limited is developing plans for additional
underground gas storage facilities at the Holford Brinefield,
and surrounding area north of Middlewich, Cheshire.
The Keuper Gas Storage Project (KGSP) is still at an early stage, but it is important to let you know
what is proposed and how the plans will progress. We are committed to keeping you updated
about the proposed development and listening to your views, and this newsletter is just the first step
in explaining the plans. Here you will find more information about the Project, details of how to
take part in the consultation and how to get in touch with members of the Project Team.

What is proposed
The proposed KGSP would involve using underground salt cavities - created through solution
mining - to store natural gas. INEOS Enterprises has been solution mining the Holford Brinefield for
over 80 years. This process produces brine, a concentrated salt solution, which is used to produce
chlorine, which makes our drinking water safe. Brine is also used in the production of everyday
essentials such as washing powder, toothpaste and table salt. Over 200 cavities have already been
developed at the site for brine production, 9 of which are currently in use for gas storage with a
further 20 in development.
Once the brine is mined, the specially designed cavity left behind can then be used to store natural
gas. Creating up to 19 new cavities as part of the KGSP would play a part in keeping the lights on
in the UK by providing a flexible supply of energy.
Location of existing and proposed new cavities

Solution mining starts
From 2018

Gas storage starts
From 2020

If you have mobility issues and are unable to attend the public information days please contact us
using the details provided for more information about alternatives.

Environmental Impact Assessment
As part of the DCO application an Environmental Impact Assessment will be prepared. A Scoping
Report has already been submitted to the Planning Inspectorate to identify the environmental studies
that we will need to carry out to inform the decision making process.

Getting in touch
You can get in touch to ask questions or give your feedback on the plans in a number of ways*:
• You can call: Freephone 0800 1777 250 (Monday to Friday 9.00am to 5.30pm)
• You can email: info@kgsp.co.uk
• You can write: Freepost RSKS-SBBE-LHHZ, Keuper Gas Storage Project,
c/o PPS Group, 30-32 Charlotte Street, Manchester, M1 4FD
• Visit the website: You can find out more about the Project and fill in a feedback form
on the website www.kgsp.co.uk
If you would like to register your interest in the Project and receive regular updates please contact us
using one of the ways to get in touch above.
*These contact details will put you in touch with PPS Group who are managing the consultation on our behalf
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chlorine, which makes our drinking water safe. Brine is also used in the production of everyday
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