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1. Executive Summary


Keuper Gas Storage Limited (KGSL) is consulting on proposals to develop underground gas
storage facilities, known as the Keuper Gas Storage Project (KGSP) at the Holford Brinefield and
surrounding area to the north of Middlewich, Cheshire. This Interim Consultation Report
outlines engagement undertaken to date as part of non-statutory consultation on the
application.



Following guidance that suggests early engagement to allow an opportunity to influence the
proposals, KGSL launched the Project in March 2014, proactively engaging with key stakeholders
prior to the launch of the non-statutory consultation in April 2014. The approach was outlined
in a Statement of Engagement, shared with the relevant local authorities prior to launch.



Several engagement methods were used to inform members of the community, statutory and
non-statutory stakeholders about the proposal and encourage participation, including the
circulation of a Project newsletter; holding a series of Information Days; undertaking a proactive
meetings programme; hosting a Stakeholder Workshop; setting up dedicated communication
channels and website; and face-to-face meetings with local residents.



All feedback was collated and is recorded and analysed in this report. The main areas of interest
from the Information Days were visual appearance; traffic and transport; ecology; health and
safety; and investment in the economy. These findings were mirrored at the Stakeholder
Workshop and in views expressed on feedback forms, where consultees asked further questions
about geology, the economic benefits of the proposal and energy security.



KGSL has responded to the comments raised throughout the non-statutory consultation period,
and feedback has helped shape the proposals, environmental assessments and KGSL’s approach
as they progressed.



KGSL continues to update and progress with the plans taking feedback received into account. As
a result of consultation responses, KGSL has made a number of updates, including the relocation
of five underground cavities – two as a result of further analysis of the geology and three as a
direct result of stakeholder feedback regarding proximity to properties.



KGSL has also drawn on views expressed regarding traffic routing and movements. It is
proposed to use the existing access point on King Street to enter and exit the main development
site, meaning vehicles will not travel through Byley village. An internal, one-way construction
routing system is proposed, with the location of these roads updated following conversations
with local residents and tenants.



Mitigation measures will also be proposed and developed as the application progresses in
response to comments regarding visual impact. Measures such as planting, landscaping,
appropriate paint colours and screening are proposed and will be advanced following a
comprehensive Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA).
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Responses provided address other areas of interest and detail the measures that will be in place
to safeguard the local environment. Environmental assessments will be influenced by the
comments received to date and further information available during the statutory consultation.
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2. Introduction
2.1

Interim Consultation Report

2.1.2 Keuper Gas Storage Limited (KGSL) is proposing to develop additional underground gas
storage facilities, known as the Keuper Gas Storage Project (KGSP) at the Holford Brinefield and
surrounding area to the north of Middlewich, Cheshire. The project would involve creating up to 19
new specially designed cavities in which natural gas could be stored.
2.1.3 This Interim Consultation Report (the Report) has been prepared on a voluntary basis to
provide an update of consultation activities undertaken by KGSL in preparation for its application to
the Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change under the Planning Act 2008 (the Act) for a
Development Consent Order (DCO) to develop additional underground gas storage facilities at the
Holford Brinefield.
2.1.4 This Report does not form part of any statutory requirement but will provide the basis for
the Consultation Report required to be submitted under Section 37(7) of the Planning Act 2008 with
the DCO application.
2.1.5






2.2

This Report provides an update on the following:
how KGSL sought feedback and engaged with stakeholders as part of a non-statutory period
of consultation;
a summary of feedback received to date;
how KGSL has considered the feedback;
how pre-application consultation activity required under the Act has been progressing up to
the end of July 2014;
further consultation activity to be progressed as part of the statutory consultation; and how
people can take part in that consultation.
The Proposed Development

2.2.1 The proposed development includes the construction and operation of up to 19
underground caverns with capacity to store up to 500 standard million cubic meters (mcm) of
natural gas, having an import and export capability of up to 34 mcm per day. In accordance with the
provisions of the Planning Act 2008 s.17(1) the Project is a Nationally Significant Infrastructure
Project by virtue of the facts that development is to be carried out in England, and the working
capacity and maximum flow rate of the Project exceed 43 mcm and 4.5 mcm respectively.
2.2.2 The Application Site is in Cheshire, about 3km due West of the M6 and approximately 3km
North of Junction 18. The Application Site is bounded to the West by the A530 (King Street – a
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Roman road) and to the East by the B5081. The nearest village is Byley (SJ 721 694), which is to the
east.
2.2.3 The draft DCO site boundary includes proposed new gas storage and processing
development, in the Holford Brinefield, and extends northwest to Weston Point and south to
Ravenscroft to facilitate connection to and upgrade of existing solution mining brine discharge
infrastructure and water abstraction.
2.2.4

The draft DCO site boundary can be viewed in Appendix 1.

2.3

The Applicant

2.3.1 The Applicant, KGSL, is a wholly owned subsidiary of INEOS Enterprises Group Limited, which
is owned by INEOS Capital. INEOS Enterprises Group Limited is a sister company to INEOS Enterprises
Limited’s Brine & Water business based at Holford Brinfield (‘INEOS Enterprises’).
2.3.2
INEOS Enterprises Limited’s Brine and Water Business will form part of a new joint venture
between INEOS and Solvay, to be known as INOVYN. This joint venture is expected to form in
November 2014 and at this point the Brine & Water Business will become part of the INOVYN group
of businesses.
2.3.3 KGSL’s parent company, INEOS Enterprises Group Limited, consists of a number of chemical
manufacturing businesses, each of which is a leader in its own area of activity.
2.3.4 INEOS Enterprises and its predecessors have been solution mining brine for the manufacture
of chlor-alkali (chlorine and caustic soda), sodium carbonate (soda ash) and white salt from
Cheshire's natural salt deposits for more than 80 years. Chlorine and caustic soda are basic chemical
building blocks that are used in the manufacture of a diverse range of everyday products including
PVC, bleach and disinfectants, soap, solvents and pharmaceuticals. Sodium Carbonate, now
produced by Tata Chemicals who is a major customer for the brine from INEOS Enterprises, is used in
the manufacture of glass, detergents and many other chemicals. White salt is supplied directly to
consumers and used extensively in the food industry.
2.3.5 INEOS has a number of other sites within the UK which, in the North West, includes INEOS
ChlorVinyls Limited’s chemical operations at the Runcorn site, employing over 900 people, and
INEOS Salt also at Runcorn.
2.3.6 INEOS has extensive experience in the safe manufacture and handling of hazardous
chemicals. The businesses are at the forefront of developments in the responsible handling and use
of its products, and in the management of environmental issues.
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3. Legislation and Approach
3.1

Introduction

3.1.1 As required under Section 37(7) of the Planning Act 2008 (the Act), KGSL will be producing a
full Consultation Report to accompany its application for a Development Consent Order (DCO).
3.1.2 The Consultation Report is a key document that sets out the consultation undertaken in
compliance with the Act and relevant guidance in relation to the proposed application, the
responses received during consultation and how the applicant has taken account of any relevant
responses. It also describes how statutory and non-statutory consultation has helped influence the
proposals.
3.1.3 This chapter describes KGSL’s approach to consultation and the legislation it has had regard
to when designing and implementing its consultation programme.

3.2

Statutory Requirements

3.2.1 The Planning Act 2008 (the Act) requires applicants of Nationally Significant Infrastructure
Projects (NSIPs) to undertake pre-application consultation on proposals for a DCO.
3.2.2










Sections within the Act that must be complied with during pre-application consultation are:
Section 42: The applicant must consult with prescribed consultees, local authorities and
landowners or those with an interest in the land;
Section 43: The applicant must consult with local authorities whose land is directly impacted
by the proposals and directly neighbouring local authorities (as part of the Section 42
consultation);
Section 44: The applicant must consult with an owner, lessee, tenant or occupier of land,
who has an interest in the land or has the power to sell and convey or release the land (as
part of the Section 42 consultation);
Section 45: The applicant must set out a timetable for consultation under Section 42 that is a
minimum of 28 days; and Section 42 consultees must be notified of the deadline for the
receipt of responses to the consultation;
Section 46: The applicant must provide consultation material to the Secretary of State prior
to commencing consultation under Section 42;
Section 47: The applicant must consult with the local community and as part of this is
required to: draw up a statement on how the consultation with the community will be
undertaken (Statement of Community Consultation); consult relevant local authorities for a
minimum of 28 days about the Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) before it is
published and have regard to the responses from the local authorities; advertise the SoCC in
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3.3

a newspaper circulating in the vicinity of the land; and then carry out the consultation as laid
out in the SoCC;
Section 48: The applicant must consult with the wider public by publicising the proposed
project application in specified publications and set a deadline for receipt of responses;
Section 49: The applicant must have regard to relevant responses to all consultation and
publicity undertaken and to have complied with Sections 42, 47 and 48; and
Section 50: The applicant must have regard to the pre-application guidance procedure for
DCO applications when complying with the provisions of the Act.
PINS will examine the DCO application before making a recommendation to the Secretary of
State for Energy and Climate Change (the Secretary of State).
The Secretary of State will make the final decision on whether the KGSP should be
consented.
To assist applicants, PINS and the Department of Community and Local Government (DCLG)
have published guidance and advice notes that set out the Government’s expectation for
promoters of NSIPs and suggest a range of consultation approaches.
KGSL has had regard to the requirements of the Act and the following advice and guidance
notes as it has undertaken pre-application consultation:
The Planning Act 2008: Guidance on the pre-application process (Department of
Communities and Local Government, 2013).
Advice Note 14: Compiling the consultation report (Planning Inspectorate, Version 2: April
2012).
Advice Note 16: The developer’s pre-application consultation, publicity and notification
duties.

Non-Statutory Consultation

3.3.1 DCLG guidance advises applicants to engage early with statutory consultees with technical
information, ideally as part of the design process, to help to ensure that complex issues can be
identified and addressed. It also recognises that early engagement can help raise awareness of the
project and influence the statutory consultation.
3.3.2 DCLG guidance does however acknowledge that although consultation must happen at a
sufficiently early stage to allow consultees a real opportunity to influence the proposals, sufficient
detail is needed in order for consultees to be able to understand the nature of the proposals
properly. This can create a tension between consulting early and having proposals progressed
enough to enable consultees to comment.
3.3.3 As recommended by guidance, KGSL began early non-statutory consultation with
stakeholders, launching the project in March 2014. This was followed by the launch of a nonstatutory consultation period in April 2014 during which KGSL engaged stakeholders and the local
community. This engagement is the focus of this Interim Consultation Report (the Report). As KGSL
is taking a multi-stage approach to consultation, the Report documents the proactive engagement
undertaken and the feedback received during the first consultation period.
9

3.3.4 DCLG guidance also recognises the value of, and advises, early non-statutory consultation
with statutory and non-statutory consultees in respect of technical information needed to help in
the design development process. This early non-statutory consultation is particularly important with
relevant local authorities, which have an important role in the pre-application process and later in
relation to the Local Impact Report.

3.4

Environmental Statement

3.4.1 The DCO application will be accompanied by an Environmental Statement (ES) prepared in
accordance with the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Amendment)
Regulations 2009 (the EIA Regulations) and supporting documents.
3.4.2 The EIA Regulations enable an applicant to ask the Secretary of State to state in writing its
formal opinion (a Scoping Opinion) on the information required to be provided in an ES (as set out in
the applicant’s Scoping Report).
3.4.3 In accordance with Regulation 8 of the EIA Regulations, KGSL requested a Scoping Opinion
from the Secretary of State in March 2014 and received a response in April 2014. Responses
included in the Scoping Opinion have helped shape the scope of the Environmental Statement.
Whilst having regard to opinions expressed, KGSL has also sought to engage further with statutory
consultees through a variety of methods detailed in this Report.

3.5

Consultation Approach

3.5.1 KGSL implemented a strategic approach to pre-application consultation that was based on
relevant guidance and the issues surrounding the scheme. It took into consideration a number of
factors when assessing an appropriate approach to consultation on the project that included:
 The nature of the site, which is part of the existing Holford Brinefield that is owned by INEOS
Enterprises Limited;
 The presence of over 200 wells that have already been developed at the site for brine
production;
 The presence of other gas storage cavities at the Holford Brinefield, eleven of which are
currently used for gas storage with a further eighteen in development;
 Existing gas storage facilities exist in the surrounding area, therefore a precedent for this
type of facility already exists locally;
 The existing stakeholder and community engagement links already established by KGSL and
INEOS, including with key stakeholders such as tenant farmers; local parish councils; and the
established INEOS Site Community Forum in Runcorn;
 The Act states that: “The key aim should be to ensure that the amount of consultation
undertaken, and who is consulted, should be proportionate to the size and scale of project
and where its impacts will be felt.”
10

3.5.2 Having regard to the location and nature of the proposed development, as well as relevant
guidance, KGSL has undertaken non-statutory consultation with stakeholders and the local
community that has helped influence the proposals being consulted on at the statutory consultation.
3.5.3

Figure 3.5.4 shows the pre-application consultation timeline for KGSP.

3.5.4

Figure: Pre-application Consultation Timeline

Stage
Proactive Engagement

Date
March 2014
– April 2014

Activity
Launch of project and
proactive engagement
with key stakeholders

Non-Statutory
Consultation

April 2014
– June 2014

Period of non-statutory Provide wider opportunity
consultation
for community feedback
and input

Proactive Engagement

June 2014
– present

Statutory Consultation

October 2014
– November 2014

Interim
engagement
between consultation
periods
and
maintenance of contact
channels
Proposed timeframe for
statutory period of
consultation

3.6

Purpose
Inform consultees at an
early
stage of the
development process and
seek initial feedback

Inform and engage with
stakeholders to negate an
information void

Inform, engage and seek
feedback on revised KGSP
plans as part of statutory
consultation period

Defining Consultees

3.6.1 The DCLG guidance on pre-application consultation (January 2013) suggests that in addition
to consulting with ‘people in the vicinity of the land’ developers should also consider those areas and
communities not directly impacted but who may be affected by the Project, “for example visually,
environmentally or through increased traffic flow”. The guidance also encourages developers to
“capture the views of those who work in or otherwise use the area, as well as those who live there.”
3.6.2 In order to account for the fact that there will be some community stakeholders that will be
directly impacted by the proposals and others that may have an interest but are not directly
impacted, KGSL defined two distinct consultation zones. These can be viewed in Appendix 2.
3.6.3 Zone A was defined as an area where construction is taking place and where there is the
potential to experience some effects (both positive and negative) from the proposed KGSP. The
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consultation was designed to be most intense in this Zone, with all homes and businesses receiving
direct communication via letters and newsletters.
3.6.4 All Public Information Days were held in the vicinity of Zone A and relevant stakeholders
including community groups, elected representatives and stakeholder groups were identified and
contacted.
3.6.5





Consultation Zone A included:
2.5km radius around the main site at Holford, including Lach Dennis and Byley
– see Appendix 3.
0.5km radius around the two new tanks to be located on the existing Lostock Works site
– see Appendix 4.
Area within 0.5km of the new outfall pipe to be located at INEOS ChlorVinyls site, Runcorn
– see Appendix 5.
0.75km radius around the existing Whitley Pumping Station, Whitley which is to be
refurbished
– see Appendix 6.

3.6.6 Zone B was designed to engage with a wider population who, whilst not directly affected by
the proposals, may have an interest in the Project. KGSL mainly consulted through key stakeholders
and representatives of the local community in this Zone, which included:







the area 0.25km either side of the existing pipeline from Holford to Runcorn
– see Appendix 7.
the existing Ravenscroft water pipe from the edge of Zone A south of Byley from the main
site to the north of Middlewich
– see Appendix 8.
the existing Ravenscroft water pipe from the edge of Zone A north of Whatcroft to the
Lostock Works site
– see Appendix 9.
brine cavities forming the existing Lostock saturators from the edge of Zone A north of Byley
to the Lostock Works site
- see Appendix 10.

3.6.7 All parish and town councils, local authorities and MPs/MEPs within Zones A and B were
specifically notified about the Project and consultation events. Communities in Zones A and B were
also informed about the Project through the website, community information line, through
information placed in community venues (e.g. libraries) and the local media. Relevant stakeholder
groups were also informed about the consultation in order to disseminate information to a wider
audience. See a list of the stakeholder groups contacted in Appendix 11.
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3.6.8 KGSL identified the main hard to reach groups for the KGSP and considered how to engage
with each group:

Hard to reach group
Time limited individuals: Cheshire West &
Chester Council recognises that the largest of
all hard to reach groups in Cheshire is “time
limited individuals.” This group includes people
in full time employment, professionals or
people in employment with families1.

Suggested activity
Consultation events were organised for different
times of the day, with events in the evening. A
variety of methods for engagement and information
were deployed, including newsletters and webbased consultation.

Older people: Over 65s are less likely to have
access to the internet than younger people and
tend to prefer more traditional methods of
consultation, such as public exhibitions.
However, if mobility is a problem, some older
people can find access to events such as public
exhibitions and stakeholder workshops
difficult.

Public exhibitions were held in accessible, local
venues. KGSL also offered home visits for those
unable to attend public events or provide/fund
transport if appropriate. Where requested
consultation materials will be supplied in alternative
formats – for example with larger text for partially
sighted readers.

People with disabilities: Similar issues of Exhibition venues were made as accessible as
mobility and access to information apply to possible for people with mobility issues. KGSL also
people with disabilities.
offered home visits for those unable to attend
public events or provide/fund transport if
appropriate. Where requested consultation
materials will be supplied in alternative formats –
for example with larger text for partially sighted
readers.
Farmers/agricultural workers: Farm owners KGSL wrote directly to the farmers affected by the
and tenants can be isolated from nearby Project and held face-to-face meetings. KGSL also
communities, often working long hours. This engaged through the existing tenant farmer
group can be short on time to engage in meeting held by INEOS.
consultations and a more direct approach is
often necessary.
People on low income: This group is less likely
to have access to private transport and is also
less likely to be property owners. Planning
consultations can often therefore leave people
feeling disenfranchised and without access to

1

The location of events was particularly important
for this group. As such, Information Days were held
in a number of local venues so that they were as
close as possible to affected residents, minimising
the issue of transport.

Cheshire West & Chester Council Statement of Community Involvement Update 2013
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the information needed to become involved.
Young people: Young people (under 25) are
likely to be turned off by formal processes. This
group does however tend to be more
technically adept, with the vast majority using
digital media.

Online consultation can be particularly effective in
engaging with young people. The project website
included an online questionnaire and copies of
project materials (e.g. newsletters, exhibition
boards, etc.). KGSL also contacted local schools.
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4. Non Statutory Consultation
4.1

Introduction

4.1.1 It is widely recognised that early engagement can help raise awareness of a project and
influence the formal consultation process. Providing an opportunity for engagement at an early
stage of the development process, allows the Developer to take account of points raised and for
valuable insights to be considered as the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) progresses.
4.1.2 DCLG guidance also recognises the value of, and actively encourages, early non-statutory
consultation, particularly with regard to technical information that can aid the development design
process.
4.1.3 This chapter details how KGSL undertook early and on-going consultation with all statutory
groups as part of the initial phase of engagement.

4.2

Early Non-Statutory Consultation

4.2.1 KGSL began by engaging with key stakeholders and organisations prior to the launch of the
non-statutory consultation period.
4.2.2 In line with DCLG guidance, KGSL consulted with a wide range of interested stakeholders.
KGSL employed a thorough consultation programme utilising numerous methods to inform
stakeholders and provide varying opportunities to respond and provide feedback.
4.2.3 The approach and scope of the non-statutory period of consultation was detailed in a
Statement of Engagement, which was submitted to both Cheshire West & Chester Council, Halton
Borough Council and Cheshire East Council for consideration. The Statement of Engagement was
drafted in consideration of guidance set out in each local authority’s adopted Statement of
Community Involvement (SCI) and was agreed as an appropriate scope. A record of the meetings
during which the approach was discussed can be found in Appendix 12 and Appendix 13.

4.3

Meetings/Presentations

4.3.1 A meetings programme was undertaken throughout a period of early engagement on the
project and the designated non-statutory consultation period. Face-to-face meetings were sought
and carried out to give interested parties a chance to discuss the proposals and provide feedback.
Meetings were a mix of one-to-one meetings as well as in groups.
4.3.2

Meetings prior and during the non-statutory consultation took place with:
15


















Member of Parliament for Halton
Member of Parliament for Weaver Vale
Member of Parliament for Eddisbury
Leader of Cheshire West and Chester Council
Leader of Halton Borough Council
Leader of Cheshire East Council
Cheshire West and Chester Council officers
Halton Borough Council officers
Cheshire East Council officers
Members of the INEOS Site Community Forum, Runcorn
Members of Byley Parish Meeting
Members of Lostock Gralam Parish Council
Members of Lach Dennis Parish Council
Members of Middlewich Town Council
Tenant farmers
Local residents upon request

4.3.3 A meeting was offered to Councillor Mark Stocks, the local ward member for the site,
however it was not possible to secure a meeting during the non-statutory consultation stage. KGSL
hopes to arrange a meeting with Councillor Stocks during the next stage of consultation.
4.3.4 A summary of the points raised during these meetings and KGSL’s responses can be found in
section 5.4 of this document. KGSL also entered into early (and ongoing) negotiations with owners of
land which may host proposed underground gas storage cavities.

4.4

Communication/Consultation Methods

4.4.1 Several communication methods were used to raise awareness of the proposed KGSP
development and encourage participation in the consultation. Each deployed method is listed
below:
Community Contact Points
4.4.2 Contact channels were just some of the feedback mechanisms in place in order to provide a
coherent and transparent approach to consultation and enable stakeholders to contact the Project
Team. These included:
 Freepost Address: Freepost RSKS-SBBE-LHHZ, Keuper Gas Storage Project, c/o PPS
Group, Hanover House, 30-32 Charlotte Street, Manchester, M1 4FD
 Freephone 0800 1777 250 (Monday to Friday 9.00am to 5.30pm)
16

 Dedicated email: info@kgsp.co.uk
4.4.3 These contact points were documented in a number of other consultation materials
including the KGSP newsletter, project website, proactive letters and in responses to stakeholders.
Letters
4.4.4 Identified political stakeholders and key community stakeholders were informed of the
project by letter (see Appendix 14). This correspondence was also simultaneously emailed to
recipients. Stakeholders were contacted at the initial launch of the project and upon the official
launch of the non-statutory consultation. Letters were followed up with phone calls to ensure
receipt.
Newsletters
4.4.5 A six-page newsletter, specifically for KGSP, was circulated to all addresses within
Consultation Zone A, totalling 813 addresses via post. This Consultation Zone included the
settlements of Byley, Lach Dennis, Lostock Gralam, Whitley and Runcorn.
4.4.6 The newsletter (see Appendix 15) introduced KGSL’s proposals; provided a two-page map of
the proposed development areas; detailed the planning process and the projected timeline;
publicised details of the Information Days; and included contact details of the Project Team.
4.4.7 The newsletter was also enclosed within letters to stakeholders and made available as a
download on the KGSP website.
4.4.8 The newsletter acted as a ‘take home’ for those engaged throughout the consultation period
and was available at all Information Days, the stakeholder workshop and key stakeholder meetings.
Media
4.4.9 In order to inform and update members of the wider community, KGSL took a proactive
approach to engaging with local media outlets, actively seeking coverage to increase awareness of
the proposal and increase participation.
4.4.10 A press release, titled ‘Keuper Gas Storage and INEOS Enterprises announce intention to
invest in further underground gas storage provision in Cheshire’ (see appendix 16) was circulated to
the Northwich Guardian, the Runcorn Weekly News and Runcorn World on Tuesday 4th March 2014,
during the initial launch of the project. This release introduced the project and the intention to
consult. This prompted coverage in the local media (see appendix 17).
4.4.11 A press release, titled ‘Public consultation launched on plans for further gas storage in
Cheshire’ (see appendix 18) was circulated to the Northwich Guardian, the Runcorn Weekly News
17

and Runcorn World on Tuesday 22nd April 2014. This announced the launch of the informal
consultation period and provided dates of the upcoming Information Days. This release was also
covered in the local media (see Appendix 19).
4.4.12 Further coverage, prompted by media outlets, was published, with KGSL co-operating with
journalists and providing an update on the project when requested (see Appendix 20).

Advert
4.4.13 In order to inform a wider audience of the consultation and associated events, adverts were
placed in locally-circulating newspapers. These adverts (see Appendix 21) included the community
contact points and website, a short description of the project and the dates, times and location of
the Information Days.
4.4.14 The adverts appeared in the Northwich, Winsford & Middlewich Guardian, the Runcorn &
Widnes World and Runcorn & Widnes Weekly News on Wednesday 30th April 2014. The circulation
of the three media titles is 33,051.
Website
4.4.15 A project specific website (www.kgsp.co.uk) (see Appendix 22) was made live at the launch
of the project in March 2014. This acted as a holding website with a description of the project and
the development areas, as well as contact details for the project team.
4.4.16 The KGSP website was updated to coincide with the launch of the informal stage of
consultation, which included the pages:


Home: Description of the KGSP, latest news and information about the developer;



The Project: Further details about the proposal and the need for gas storage provision;



Plans: A diagram of the proposed KGSP development areas, featuring downloadable
maps of each location;



Consultation: Explanation of the proposed stages of consultation and details of how
stakeholders can take part;



Questionnaire: Online questionnaire regarding KGSP, in line with feedback forms used
at the Information Days;



FAQs: A list of Frequently Asked Questions and relevant responses from KGSL;



Library: Application documents and consultation materials were available to download
from this page;



Get In Touch: Community contact points publicised.
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4.4.17 Site statistics (see Appendix 23) show that from the launch of the updated website at the
start of the informal consultation period (24th April 2014) to the end of this period (20th June 2014),
there was a total of 2,025 page views, with 1,267 of these being unique views.

4.4.18 Of those that visited the site, 66.6% were new visitors whilst 33.4% were returning visitors,
with the average time spent on the site being 4 minutes and 31 seconds.

4.4.19 The most-visited website page was the homepage (575 views), followed by the Plans page
(407 views). The Consultation page was viewed 159 times, whilst the Questionnaire page garnered
113 views.
Public Information Days
4.4.20 KGSL recognised the value of hosting Public Information Days to allow stakeholders to meet
members of the project and development team and discuss the proposals in person. .
4.4.21 Five Information Days were held at a range of accessible venues, located in settlements
most likely to be impacted by the proposed development. The events were attended by more than
56 people. Table 4.4.22 below provides details of the consultation events.
4.4.22 Table: Details of KGSP Information Days
Venue
Date
Whitley Village Hall, Tuesday 6th May 2014
Village Lane, Higher
Whitley, Warrington,
WA4 4EJ

Time
2-8pm

Approx. attendance
6

Pavilions, Sandy Lane, Wednesday 7th May 2-8pm
Runcorn,
Cheshire, 2014
WA7 4EX

6

Lostock Club, Works Friday 9th May 2014
Lane,
Northwich,
Cheshire, CW9 7NW

5

Byley Village Hall, Thursday
Moss
Lane, 2014
Middlewich, Cheshire,
CW10 9NG
Lach

Dennis

15th

2-8pm

May 2-8pm

Village Friday 16th May 2014

2-8pm
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13

Hall, Holmes Chapel
Road, Lach Dennis,
Northwich, Cheshire,
CW9 7SZ

4.4.23 Thirteen exhibition boards were displayed at each of the Information Days, introducing the
proposal and the work being carried out as part of the development process.
4.4.24 The exhibition boards (see Appendix 24) were titled as follows:














Keuper Gas Storage Project
The Project
The history of solution mining in Cheshire
Why does the UK need gas storage?
The main gas storage site
What will the main gas storage site look like?
How does it work?
What’s happening in Runcorn?
What’s happening in Whitley?
Safety
Environment
Traffic
The planning process

4.4.25 For those who were unable to attend the events, the exhibition boards were made available
to download from the project website.
4.4.26 Attendees at the Information Days were asked to sign in upon arrival and provide their
details if they wished to be kept updated.
4.4.27 The majority of those who attended took the opportunity to speak to members of the
project and development team and ask questions of those in attendance. As a result, follow-up
actions were noted and carried out following specific requests from attendees.
4.4.28 During the Information Days all attendees were encouraged to complete a feedback form
(see below point 4.4.29).
Feedback Forms
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4.4.29 Feedback forms (see Appendix 25) were made available during each of the Information Days
and attendees were encouraged to complete a form and submit either via the ballot box provided at
each Information Day, following the event via the project Freepost address or online via the website.
4.4.30 Owing to the early nature of engagement, the feedback form was designed to be accessible
and easy to complete, including an opportunity to make general, or narrative, comments on the
proposal. The forms allowed KGSL to capture views on the KGSP, with all completed forms logged
and considered as part of the consultation process.
4.4.31 The feedback form focused on gauging which aspects of the proposed development
respondents were most interested in, with a quantitative tick-list question providing several
potential areas of impact. Respondents were also asked to expand with general comments on the
application.
4.4.32 Questions were also asked about the nature of the Information Day and consultation.
Feedback expressed on this subject has helped shape the approach to future consultation and has
been considered when drafting the SoCC for the upcoming statutory stage of consultation.
4.4.33 A total of 18 feedback forms were received during the consultation period.
Online feedback forms
4.4.34 As part of the inclusive approach adopted, aimed at encouraging participation from a range
of stakeholders including hard to reach groups, the feedback form was made available to complete
online at www.kgsp.co.uk. This followed the same format detailed in paragraph 4.4.30.
Posters
4.4.35 As well as directly informing those in Consultation Zone A about the proposal, posters (see
Appendix 26) publicising the upcoming public Information Days were issued to key community
venues. The posters included a short description of the Project, details of the events and the
community contact points.
4.4.36 A list of the locations to which posters were issued can be viewed in Appendix 27.

Stakeholder Workshop

4.4.37 In order to provide an additional forum for discussion and feedback, a stakeholder workshop
was held. This provided an opportunity for stakeholders to discuss the proposal with the developers
and helped KGSL further understand any concerns and issues at an early stage of the development
process, before the period of statutory consultation.
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4.4.38 A list of invitees for the stakeholder workshop can be viewed in Appendix 28.

4.4.39 The stakeholder workshop was held at Chester Racecourse on Wednesday 11th June 2014
from 12.30pm – 2.40pm. The venue was chosen as a central, accessible location in relation to the
development area locations.

4.4.40 A total of 9 people took part in the workshop, including representatives from the
Environment Agency, Halton Chamber of Commerce and Enterprise, Cheshire West and Chester
Council and Halton Borough Council amongst others.
4.4.41 An agenda for the workshop can be found in Appendix 29.
4.4.42 The workshop provided an overview of the KGSL and INEOS Enterprises’ businesses and the
proposed development. Following this attendees split into two groups for a warm-up exercise and
subsequent group discussion.
4.4.43 The main topics discussed at the workshop included:






Economic benefits
Security of gas supply
Transport
Health and safety
Geology

4.4.44 Further details on the feedback received during the stakeholder workshop can be found in
section 5.5 of this report.
4.4.45 A meeting report was produced following the event and agreed as an accurate record by
attendees. This can be seen in Appendix 30.

Additional consultation tools
4.4.46 KGSL recognised the importance of carrying out meaningful consultation with interested
parties and therefore the need to be flexible in its approach to engagement.
4.4.47 In addition to the methods listed above, several other measures were undertaken at the
request of consultees to raise awareness of the Project. These included:
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A presentation to Middlewich Town Council, during which display boards from the
Information Days were used
Information about the Project was included in a bulletin circulated by Halton and St Helens
Voluntary and Community Action upon request
Information about the Project and the Information Days was included in the Whitley
Community Newsletter upon request

23

5.0 Summary of Responses
5.1

Introduction

5.1.1 This chapter provides a summary of the feedback received as part of the non-statutory
consultation on KGSL’s proposals for an underground gas storage facility in the Holford Brinefield
and surrounding area, north of Middlewich in Cheshire. It provides an overview of the key issues
raised by each of the consultee groups and the regard that KGSL has had to each point raised. In
instances where changes have been made to the proposals as a result, this is noted and the
alterations described. Where the applicant was unable to make changes or feedback will be
considered as part of subsequent environmental assessments, this has also been highlighted.
5.1.2 Although KGSL was not obliged at this informal stage to ensure engagement with consultees
detailed under the Planning Act 2008, consultation has been carried out with regard to the Act and
relevant guidance.
5.1.3 This section details the responses received from consultees on the proposed KGSL
application, including comments submitted in writing and via feedback forms available to complete
at the public Information Days and online. This section has been split out into the different strands
of activity in order to clearly demonstrate the feedback received via each channel and KGSL’s
response.

5.2

Responses arising from Scoping and engagement with prescribed consultees

5.2.1 Engagement with stakeholders identified as prescribed consultees has been undertaken
prior to the launch of the non-statutory consultation period and remains ongoing. Following the
launch of the project in March 2014, a Scoping Report Document was submitted. Following
submission of this Report, consultees were contacted by letter, requesting a formal scoping
response. A list of the organisations consulted as part of the scoping exercise can be found in
Appendix 31.
5.2.2 Organisations that responded as part of the Scoping exercise included Cheshire West and
Chester Council; Cheshire East Council; the Environment Agency; English Heritage; and Natural
England amongst others. Full details of the responses and the Secretary of State’s response can be
found in the Scoping Opinion.
5.2.3 KGSL has considered all comments and recommendations raised during Scoping and has had
regard to these when co-ordinating its programme of environmental assessments. The points raised
will be addressed and outcomes detailed in the Preliminary Environmental Information Report
(PEIR), which will be issued to all prescribed consultees to coincide with the launch of statutory
consultation.
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5.2.4 KGSL is in ongoing discussion with prescribed consultees and the relevant Local Authorities.
Ongoing engagement with consultees will be logged and summarised in the final Consultation
Report, submitted as part of the DCO application.
5.2.5 Representatives of prescribed consultees have also been engaged via meetings and a
stakeholder workshop, details of which are available in the subsequent sections.

5.3

Responses arising from emails and phone calls

5.3.1 Calls and emails made to the Project Team via the communication channels can be grouped
in the following categories:


Expressing an interest in the commercial aspects of the Project

5.3.2 KGSL welcomes interest in the supply chain opportunities associated with the KGSP.
Expressions of interest in supplying goods or services during construction and operation will be
logged and each stakeholder contacted during the next stage of consultation.


Registering to be kept updated about the project

5.3.3 Some members of the community expressed an interest in the Project following the release
of public consultation materials. Their details will be securely logged, as requested, and used to
keep respondents up to date as the Project progresses.


Clarification on the proposals

5.3.4 The need for clarity on the proposed development and likely impact was raised in calls to the
Information Line. KGSL responded to these enquiries by explaining the details of the proposal. In
the main, it was communicated that the existing pipeline between the Holford Brinefield and
Runcorn would not be used to transport gas.


Responses to proactive engagement

5.3.5 Many of the instances in which KGSL was contacted by a stakeholder was in response to
proactive engagement from KGSL, for example returning a phone call or responding to a letter.
Many of the emails received were responses to the Stakeholder Workshop invitation and launch
letters.


Requests for further information

5.3.6 On occasion, stakeholders asked the Project Team for further information about the
proposals, for instance to supply a map of the development area or make a request for a face-toface meeting. KGSL responded positively to all meeting requests.
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5.4

Responses arising from meetings/presentations

5.4.1 Alongside formal consultation events, KGSL also attended several meetings to discuss the
proposals, seek feedback on the scheme and answer questions about the proposed KGSP. A list of
attendees can be found in section 4.3.2 of this report. A summary of the main areas of interest is
presented below and accompanied by KGSL’s response.
Health and Safety
5.4.2 Several questions surrounding safety and regulation of gas storage facilities were asked and
safety was flagged as a main interest by stakeholders. Specific questions were asked regarding the
COMAH licence associated with the facility, as well as the security measures to be in place at the
wellheads.
KGSL’s response
5.4.3 KGSL understands the perception of risk associated with underground gas storage and
therefore the need to have in place stringent safety procedures. INEOS Enterprises is well-versed in
operating at sites where a COMAH licence is required and has a proven track record in high safety
standards. Construction and operation of the KGSP will be carried out to the same high standards
and health and safety will be the number one priority.
5.4.4 Extensive measures will be in place to safeguard the local environment and will be secured
through the COMAH licence. The downhole casing pipework for each cavity will feature three layers
of high integrity steel tubing to prevent leaks, whilst the salt rock where the gas is stored is
impervious to gas. Each wellhead will be surrounded by a security fence and will be under 24-hour
CCTV surveillance. These measures will be secured by planning condition promoted as part of the
DCO.
Environmental and local impact
5.4.5 Location of the wellheads and the potential impacts on nearby properties was raised by
some attendees during stakeholder meetings. Two stakeholders raised concerns that the proposals
could impact their property prices and asked for clarification on what INEOS’ stance to buying
residential properties. Some stakeholders addressed the topic of cumulative impact mainly that in
addition to existing gas storage facilities, KGSP represented a further industrialisation of the area.
KGSL’s response
5.4.6 Following consultation with consultees and members of the local community, several of the
proposed cavity locations have been amended. A total of five cavities have been altered since early
engagement on the project began. The cavities in question are H508, H509, H510, H511 and H515.
Two of the updated locations are as a result of further analysis of the geology, whilst the remaining
26

three were as a result of comments from local residents/tenants regarding concerns over proximity
to their properties. KGSL had regard to these issues and has made alterations to the proposed
infrastructure as a result. The location of the updated cavities will be secured through the DCO.
5.4.7 Whilst KGSL understands the perception of an impact on property prices, there is no
evidence to suggest that property prices fall when located near to gas storage infrastructure. INEOS
will not consider financial compensation as part of KGSP or purchase of residential properties. At
the request of one local resident, the KGSL project team has agreed to facilitate a site visit to
prospective buyers of their property following concerns that the location could have an impact on
the ability to sell. KGSL would consider a similar offer to other key stakeholders on a case by case
basis.
Employment and investment
5.4.8 Some meeting attendees welcomed the jobs creation associated with the proposed KGSP
and asked whether local people would be able to benefit from these jobs. They also asked about the
supply chain opportunities associated with the proposals. Questions were also asked whether there
would be a community benefit package with the plans.
KGSL’s response
5.4.9 KGSL welcomes support with regard to job creation and potential economic gain for the
region from further gas storage at Holford Brinefield. It is anticipated that up to 300 jobs during
construction and 30 during operation would be created by KGSP. KGSL is keen to ensure that
individuals and companies within the locality benefit from the proposals and is willing to work with
the relevant local authorities and job centres in order to publicise opportunities to a local audience.
KGSL has also agreed to present to members of the Halton Chamber of Commerce and will actively
pursue engagement with other economic development groups within the region as the project
progresses.
5.4.10 KGSL has had regard to feedback on community benefit and is currently considering what
form a package could take. KGSL welcomes suggestions from community consultees and will
continue to evaluate the possible methods of delivering some form of benefit to the community.
This could involve an annual financial grant made available to local projects and bidders, in line with
other packages associated with existing gas storage facilities in the area.
Planning process
5.4.11 The NSIP planning process and the timescales of the application were questioned by
stakeholders. Questions were asked about the role the Local Authorities, local stakeholders and
members of the community had to play in the process.
KGSL’s response
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5.4.12 KGSL detailed the NSIP process to stakeholders, explaining that due to the quantity of gas
proposed to be stored it requires development consent. The application will be submitted to the
Planning Inspectorate, with the final decision being made by the Secretary of State.
5.4.13 KGSL is committed to carrying out meaningful consultation and this will be one of the key
considerations of whether to grant the DCO. Although DCO applications do not require approval
from the local planning authority for consent, the host local authorities will be consulted as part of
the DCO process and play an important role in the examination of the application. KGSL has sought
to carry out meaningful engagement to inform and respond to feedback from stakeholders and
members of the public.
Traffic and transport
5.4.14 Proposed routing of vehicles to and from the site was raised as an area of interest and
attendees were keen to ensure that the surrounding villages were not adversely impacted. Potential
impacts associated with the point of entry to the site from King Street, and its proximity to
properties was also discussed.
KGSL’s response
5.4.15 KGSL has taken account of feedback expressed during the non-statutory consultation period
and historic feedback on the construction of existing gas storage facilities in the area. KGSL proposes
to use the existing access point on King Street to access the development area, preventing traffic
travelling through Byley. An internal, one-way construction routing system is being proposed for the
main development site, this has been progressed and has evolved throughout the non-statutory
consultation with the location of the proposed access roads updated following conversations with
local tenants/residents. Measures to control construction traffic and HGV movements will be
included within the DCO and where appropriate will be secured by either planning condition or
development consent obligation.
Consultation
5.4.16 The opinion of stakeholders was sought on who KGSP should engage with prior to and
during the non-statutory consultation period. Stakeholders also asked for information about who
would be informed and consulted and how information would be circulated.
KGSL’s response
5.4.17 Prior to embarking on non-statutory consultation, KGSL produced a Statement of
Engagement outlining the scope and approach to consultation. This document was shared with the
relevant local authorities for comment and agreed as an appropriate approach to informing and
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engaging relevant stakeholders.
KGSL has adopted a flexible approach to consultation, the
methodology of which can be found in Section 4.2.
Runcorn
5.4.18 Aspects of the proposal specifically relevant to the Runcorn development area were also
asked about by those who attended face-to-face meetings. They questioned the potential
environmental impact of discharging brine and highlighted the appearance of any proposed pipe
bridges as an area of interest. Another commonly asked question, as experienced via the
Information Line calls, was whether gas would be stored or transported to Runcorn via the existing
pipeline.
KGSL’s response
5.4.19 KGSL has regularly communicated throughout the consultation that the existing pipeline
between the Holford Brinefield and Runcorn will not be used to transport gas but will continue to be
used to transport brine.
5.4.20 INEOS Enterprises currently holds an Environmental Permit, granted by the Environment
Agency, to discharge brine into the Weaver Navigation. This sets limits on the amount that can be
released and the locations at which this is permitted. KGSL communicated to stakeholders that it
was considered that brine discharge would not have a significant impact on salt concentrations and
existing habitats. Discharge and effects of brine were fully assessed and accepted by the EA as part
of the EIA undertaken as part of the application for license to discharge. Further details of which will
be available during subsequent statutory consultation
5.4.21 KGSL will fully consider any impact associated with any pipe bridges proposed as part of the
KGSP development in Runcorn. Once a design has been fixed, KGSL will ensure to actively consult
with water users and local stakeholder groups regarding the proposed development.

5.5

Responses arising from the stakeholder workshop

5.5.1 KGSL also sought to engage with key stakeholders by hosting a stakeholder workshop, aimed
at encouraging open discussion about the opportunities and issues associated with the proposals.
An outline of how the stakeholder workshop was undertaken can be found in the methodology
section (section 4.x) of this Report.
5.5.2 Figure 5.5.3 below provides a summary of the main issues discussed and viewpoints
expressed during the workshop and KGSL’s response during the non-statutory consultation period.
5.5.3

Figure – Stakeholder workshop discussions and KGSL’s response
29

Topic of discussion/feedback

Response

Economic Benefits






Attendees welcomed the
number of jobs associated
with the proposals and that
these would be of good
quality, high skilled positions.
It was noted that, in addition,
the Project also supports
other businesses in the area
which rely on brine from
INEOS. The importance of
contributing to the future
operation of INEOS Chlor
Vinyls was stated.
Attendees asked about the
types of jobs on offer and
whether the workforce would
be sourced from the local
area.

The proposed KGSP would create up to 300 jobs during
construction and 30 during operation. INEOS has a number
of other sites in the UK, particularly the North West, that
provide skilled positions for people living in the region. For
example, INEOS ChlorVinyls’ chemical operations at
Runcorn employs over 900 people.
Delivery of KGSP will represent a significant investment in
the local economy and provide a long term brine supply to
meet the needs of existing customers in the region.
Whilst it is not possible to specify supply chain companies
at this stage of the planning process, previous projects have
used local contractors and employed members of the local
workforce. Throughout the consultation, KGSL has been
contacted by companies requesting to express an interest
in becoming a supplier for the development. KGSL will keep
a log of those who have expressed an interest for use when
suppliers are acquired.
KGSL has also been in liaison with the relevant Chambers of
Commerce and will publicise opportunities to local
businesses via this and other means. KGSL intends to
continue to liaise with local business groups as the project
progresses.

Energy security




Attendees felt that the
project’s contribution to
securing a flexible gas supply
for the UK was a positive.
Workshop participants were
keen to learn the details of
how gas is stored on site and
how it is moved around the
gas network.

Gas storage provides a secure and flexible source of energy
for the UK. A domestic supply is needed to respond to
variable demand, for example when demand for gas and
electricity is greater during colder winter months.
The Government has recognised the importance of gas
storage, calling for capacity to double by 2020. KGSP will
help to secure the domestic supply of gas in the UK.

Ecology and environment


Some
attendees
raised KGSL has had regard to feedback regarding environmental
concerns about the potential considerations and has adopted a thorough assessment
impact on local rivers and programme. The Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA),
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water
course
during
construction
It was raised that there is a
SSSI not far from the
proposed site and attendees
asked how this would be
protected
Impact on otters was raised
as a potential area of concern.
The potential impact of
purging brine into the Weaver
Navigation was highlighted,
particularly with regard to salt
concentration levels.
Attendees asked whether any
noise would be generated by
the drilling process.

which will form part of the DCO application, will consider
any potential impact on water courses and habitats. An
Environmental Management Plan will also be prepared to
ensure any potential impacts are mitigated.
The
assessments will also take into account the SSSI. Once
operational, the majority of activity takes place below
ground meaning there is a limited impact on surface
ecology. Further detail of the findings of these assessments
will be available during the statutory consultation period.
The environmental assessments will take into account a
wide scope of habitats and species, including otters. Noise
will also be assessed as part of the EIA.

Transport




Transport, particularly during
the construction period, was
identified as one of the
central
concerns,
with
attendees enquiring about
how this would be managed.
Participants raised concerns
about HGV traffic on King
Street and the surrounding
road network.

KGSL has taken account of previous gas storage projects in
the area, during which construction traffic was routed
through Byley village. This in turn caused concern and
complaints from members of the community. Drawing on
this feedback, KGSL proposes to use the existing access
point on King Street to access the development area,
preventing traffic travelling through Byley. An internal,
one-way construction routing system is being proposed for
the main development site, this has been progressed and
has evolved throughout the non-statutory consultation with
the location of the proposed access roads updated
following conversations with local tenants/residents. The
agreed construction routing system will be secured through
the DCO.
KGSL has had regard to feedback regarding vehicle
movements and routing, which will be considered in depth
as part of the EIA. This will outline how additional
movements associated with the development will be
mitigated, for example construction will be phased in order
to mitigate the effects of additional traffic flow. The level of
vehicle movements and routing will be secured through the
DCO.

31

Health and Safety


Potential safety concerns,
such as gas leaks and
explosions, were raised by
participants, who also asked
about the levels of security to
be in place at the wellheads.

Health and safety is the top priority for KGSL and INEOS
Enterprises. The proposed gas storage facility will have to
meet safety standards that are amongst some of the most
stringent in the world and the site will be required to meet
standards governed by the Control of Major Accident
Hazards (COMAH) Regulations 1999.
Extensive measures will be in place to safeguard the local
environment and we be secured through KGSP’s COMAH
licence. Pipework for each cavity will feature downhole
casings to prevent leaks, whilst the salt rock where the gas
is stored is impervious to gas.
Each wellhead will be surrounded by a security fence and
will be under 24-hour CCTV surveillance.

Geology






Participants asked about the
geology of the site and how it
is assessed. The presence of
the King Street fault was
raised.
The potential for subsidence
at the surface was raised as a
concern.
Questions
about
the
structural integrity of the
cavities were asked, as well as
how
the
cavities
are
maintained.

INEOS Enterprises has extensive knowledge of the geology
at the Holford Brinefield, where INEOS Enterprises’ Brine &
Water business has been solution mining the Holford
Brinefield for over 80 years. Location of the cavities has
been determined based on a detailed understanding of the
geology of the area, reinforced by results of seismic surveys
undertaken of the area. The presence of the King Street
fault has been considered in detail as part of this process
and the proposals have been designed to avoid this.
The locations of the proposed cavities have been designed
to take advantage of the most favourable geological
positions, with the locations of some cavities amended to
take account of this.
Having regard to concerns during operation of the facility,
design and operation will be carried out to ensure that no
surface subsidence will occur, with a regular monitoring
schedule to be put in place to verify this. Sonar technology
will also be used throughout construction and operation to
monitor cavity integrity.

5.5.4 Given the constructive feedback and discussion about the application during the workshop,
KGSL intends to stage another similar workshop during the statutory consultation phase.
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5.6

Responses arising from feedback forms and Information Days

5.6.1 The main form of wider public engagement was via a series of five Public Information Days,
during which feedback forms were made available. A full summary of the approach can be viewed in
section 4.4 of this Report.
5.6.2 All attendees at the Information Days were encouraged to complete and submit a feedback
form. KGSL received 16 physical feedback forms either during the Information Days or returned via
Freepost after the event. One person completed the feedback form online, whilst one respondent
submitted their form in an email format.
5.6.3 Respondents were asked ‘Which areas relating to the proposal are most important to you?’
as part of the feedback form. The options and response rate is displayed in the below Figure 5.6.4.
5.6.4

Figure – Which areas relating to the proposal are most important to you?
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Investment in the local economy
5.6.5 Of those that completed feedback forms, 8 people ticked that ‘investing in the local
economy’ was important to them.
5.6.6 In some instances, respondents made additional comments regarding the provision of
community benefit associated with the development of the proposed underground gas storage
cavities. Comments included:


“As this is so close to Middlewich, could the town please be included in the community fund
arrangements.”
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“If this development goes ahead, we would hope for a Community Fund similar to those
provided by EON and STORENGY.
“Why is it that we will be storing gas all round Byley and none of us have a gas supply. I think
it would be good public relations if at least you could offer it to those who would like it.”

KGSL’s response
5.6.7 KGSL has taken on board the comments made in relation to investment in the local economy
and had regard to opinions expressed.
5.6.8 It was communicated during the consultation period that INEOS Enterprises and KGSL are
committed to giving something back to the communities in which it operates. KGSL has been
considering the options for community benefit and expects to provide a similar fund as that in place
for other existing gas storage facilities at the Holford Brinefield. This could involve £20,000 being
made available for local community projects each year during construction.
5.6.9 KGSL communicated throughout the consultation period that it would be receptive to
community benefit ideas and informally sought feedback on what form of benefit members of the
community and key stakeholders would see as preferable.
5.6.10 KGSL is not in a position to provide direct gas supply to residential properties. Such
provision would be considered and provided by National Grid.

Visual appearance
5.6.11 Of those that submitted responses via feedback forms, 13 respondents said that ‘visual
appearance’ was an important aspect for them when considering the proposals.
5.6.12 Some chose to expand on their views regarding visual appearance in the subsequent
comments section. Those submitted included:


“There will have been options around the positioning of well heads, some of which are close
to residences. Will there be an opportunity to discuss the specific siting of well heads?”



“The plans showed measures - earth banks and planting of trees and shrubs - to mask the
visual impact of the well heads. Is the contractor committing to these measures?”



“What measure have been considered to limit the impact of light pollution around proposed
well heads and sites? Light is already an issue around existing well heads.”



“Visual impact is very important and design should focus on this ahead of cost implications.”

KGSL’s response
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5.6.13 KGSL has taken on board feedback received regarding visual appearance of the
infrastructure and how the wellheads will appear from the surrounding communities. KGSL has had
regard to opinions expressed regarding specific wellheads and their proximity to nearby properties.
As a result, the location of three cavities has been modified since the start of the non-statutory
consultation period.
5.6.14 KGSL is committed to fully assessing the visual implications of the proposed development.
This will be considered in detail as part of a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) to be
undertaken as part of the EIA. Mitigation measures have already been proposed, including planting,
landscaping, appropriate paint colours and screening. These have been tailored as a direct result of
the non-statutory consultation based on informal discussions with local residents. These mitigation
measures will form part of the DCO application and will be required to be delivered as part of a
consent.

Noise and vibration
5.6.15 Of those that submitted responses via feedback forms, 4 people said that noise and
vibration was an aspect of the proposals that was important to them. One person chose to expand
on this point in the general comments section:


“Noise pollution is also a problem particularly when there is work around well heads with
the regular intrusion of reversing sirens. Recognising that this is a safety issue, what
measure have been considered to minimise the impact of noise e.g. smaller machines,
infrastructure to deflect or dampen noise?”

KGSL’s response
5.6.16 Noise and vibration will be assessed in detail as part of the EIA. The assessment will
consider the potential for noise during construction and operation of the proposed KGSP and a
‘worst case scenario’ assessment of the noise will be made. Current baseline noise measures will be
used to establish any potential impacts associated with the development and, if necessary,
mitigation measures will be proposed and adherence to these measures will be secured through the
DCO.
Energy security
5.6.17 Of the respondents to complete the feedback forms, 6 people indicated that energy security
was an area of interest. Linked in with the wider theme of energy security, one respondent asked
the supplementary question:


“Do we really need a third gas plant when there are already two in close proximity (EON and
STORENGY)?”
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KGSL’s response
5.6.18 Cheshire’s geology means it is one of the few places in the UK where gas can be safely stored
underground, proven by existing gas storage facilities in operation in the area. Over a quarter of the
UK’s electricity is generated from gas and we rely heavily on imports from overseas. Investing in
further gas storage at Holford Brinefield will help to provide a flexible and secure supply for the UK.
5.6.19 The need for additional gas storage capacity has been acknowledged by the Department for
Energy and Climate Change, with a report published in 2011 calling for capacity to double by 2020.
The National Policy Statement for Energy highlights the need for gas storage and infrastructure in
response to significant increases in net imports of natural gas expected to occur between 2010 and
2025.
Geology
5.6.20 Of those that responded via feedback form, one person selected geology as being an
important aspect of the development. Information Day attendees had conversations with members
of the KGSL Project Team about the geology in the area and suitability for gas storage.
KGSL’s response
5.6.21 INEOS Enterprises has a detailed understanding of the geology of the Holford Brinefield,
having carried out solution mining for over 80 years. Over 200 cavities have since been developed
for brine production in that time. Additional seismic surveys have recently been carried out to
inform the early development of the KGSP and identify the optimum cavity locations.
Traffic and Transport
5.6.22 A total of 8 people said that traffic and transport was an important aspect of the
development for them. Although no respondents formally raised the issue of traffic and transport
on the general comments section of the forms, several attendees asked verbally about vehicle
movements associated with the developments during the Information Days, particularly during the
event at Byley Village Hall.
5.6.23 General commentary focused on the construction of other gas storage projects in the area
and concerns were raised about construction traffic travelling via local villages. Attendees were also
keen to learn about how vehicles would access the site during construction and what measures
would be in place to mitigate against traffic impact.
KGSL’s response
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5.6.24 KGSL has taken account of previous gas storage projects in the area, during which
construction traffic was routed through Byley village as this route caused concern and complaints
from members of the community. Drawing on this feedback, KGSL proposes to use the existing
access point on King Street to access the development area, preventing traffic travelling through
Byley. An internal, one-way construction routing system is being proposed for the main
development site, this has been progressed and has evolved throughout the non-statutory
consultation with the location of the proposed access roads amended following conversations with
local tenants/residents. Measures to control construction traffic and HGV movements will be
included within the DCO and regulated by planning condition or development consent obligation.
5.6.25 KGSL has had regard to feedback regarding vehicle movements and routing, which will be
considered in depth as part of the EIA. This will outline how additional movements associated with
the development will be mitigated, for example construction will be phased in order to mitigate the
effects of additional traffic flow and will be secured through the DCO.
Local wildlife and ecology
5.6.26 Of those that completed feedback forms, 8 people indicated that local wildlife and ecology
was an important aspect of the project, although no one expanded on this topic in the general
comments section. An option for ‘other’ areas of interest was provided on the feedback form. Two
respondents used this section to comment on aspects of the development which could be associated
with the local wildlife, ecology and potential wider impact of the development. The comments are
below:


“Further "industrialisation" of a greenfield site and agricultural land.”



“Agricultural disturbance.”

KGSL’s response
5.6.27 Any potential impact on the ecology of the site, including habitats and wildlife species, will
be fully assessed as part of the EIA. The proposed Project is not located within any statutory or nonstatutory nature conservation designations, however assessments will consider potential impact of
the development. Surveying of local species is ongoing and where appropriate, mitigation measures
will be proposed to avoid, minimise or reduce adverse impacts.
It is considered likely that a badger licence (s.10 of the Protection of Badgers Act 1990) and a Great
Crested Newt licence (Regulation 53 of the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010)
will be required. Applications for these licences will be progressed separately outside of the DCO.

Flood risk
5.6.28 Three respondents flagged flood risk as an area of interest, with one participant asking:
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“Flood risk – is there one?”

KGSL’s response
5.6.29 A flood risk assessment will be undertaken as part of the EIA considering the potential for
both fluvial (watercourse) flooding and ground water flooding. The strategy for the management of
surface water at the site will be developed as part of this assessment.

Health and safety
5.6.30 Health and Safety was selected as an important aspect of the proposal by 8 feedback form
respondents.
KGSL’s response
5.6.31 Health and safety is the top priority for KGSL and INEOS Enterprises. The proposed gas
storage facility will have to meet safety standards that are amongst some of the most stringent in
the world and the site will be required to meet standards governed by the Control of Major Accident
Hazards (COMAH) Regulations 1999. Extensive measures will be in place to safeguard the local
environment and will be secured through the COMAH licence. The downhole casing pipework for
each cavity will feature downhole casing with three layers of high-integrity steel tubing to prevent
leaks, whilst the salt rock where the gas is stored is impervious to gas.
Each gas wellhead will be surrounded by a security fence and will be under 24-hour CCTV
surveillance.
Air Quality
5.6.32 Of those that completed forms, two people selected air quality as being an area of interest.
No respondents expanded on this in the ‘general comments’ section.
KGSL’s response
5.6.33 The EIA to be undertaken as part of the planning process will assess air quality and any
potential impacts associated with the proposed KGSP. A study area for this assessment will include
residential receptors within 1km of the main assessment area. The study will consider impacts that
may arise during both construction and operation of the proposed KGSP. Details and emerging
findings of these assessments will be available during the upcoming statutory consultation period.
Local employment
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5.6.34 Seven respondents said that local employment was an important aspect of the proposal,
however no follow-up questions were asked in relation to this topic.
KGSL’s response
5.6.35 It is anticipated that up to 300 jobs during construction and 30 during operation would be
created by KGSP. KGSL is keen to ensure that individuals and companies within the locality benefit
from the proposals and is willing to work with the relevant local authorities and job centres in order
to publicise opportunities to a local audience. KGSL has also agreed to present to members of the
Halton Chamber of Commerce and will actively pursue engagement with other economic
development groups within the region as the project progresses.
Other areas of interest
5.6.36 In addition to the anticipated areas outlined above, respondents were also asked ‘Do you
have any comments you would like to make?’ It was in this section that respondents raised
additional areas of interest and asked supplementary questions.
5.6.37 Some respondents provided positive feedback on either the proposals or the Project Team.
Submitted comments included:





“A very interesting hours' talk about the future of gas storage.”
“This appears to be a well-thought out scheme which would have minimal impact to the
local population and environment.”
“I do appreciate the benefits and importance of the project, but feel the local community
have to be kept informed.”
“[Project team member] was very helpful at the meeting in Byley Village Hall.”

5.6.38 One respondent used this section to raise general opposition to the proposed project due to
impact on the surrounding villages:


“This project will spoil the village of Byley. During construction there will be a lot of upheaval
of the fields, hedges etc. We have seen this during the construction of the EON site and the
Store Energy site. The farmers of the land will be the ones who suffer the most. KGSP seems
to have a huge financial back up. They think they can buy us off. Once they have got
permission to develop the site, will they sell it to another company?”

KGSL’s response
5.6.39 KGSL has welcomed all feedback on the proposed development received during the nonstatutory consultation on the application. The Applicant will continue to update those who have
taken an interest in the Project and participated in the non-statutory stage of consultation and
encourage engagement during the future statutory stage of consultation.
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5.6.40 KGSL recognises that there may be specific concerns raised regarding the environmental
impact of the Project. The Applicant, in accordance with legal and policy requirements, and good
neighbour relations will aim to remove or reduce all potential negative impacts identified during the
EIA. Careful consideration is being given to the potential positive and negative impacts of the
Project during construction and operation which will be detailed in an Environmental Statement (ES)
submitted as part of the DCO application process. KGSL has made several updates to its proposed
development to help mitigate impact at a local level.
5.6.41 KGSL is applying for consent to construct, operate and decommission the KGSP. There are
currently no plans in place to sell the Project to an operator, however this is a commercial matter
which will be considered at a later date. Mitigation measures to reduce environmental impacts will
be secured through the DCO application and will be binding on KGSL (or any future operator).
The Information Days and consultation
5.6.42 In order to gauge attitudes to the consultation approach and information provided KGSL
asked respondents their thoughts on the Information Days, and how useful they were deemed by
attendees.
5.6.43 Of the 18 feedback forms submitted, 14 people answered the question ‘Did you find today’s
public information day useful?’. The responses provided to this question can be viewed in the Figure
5.6.44 below. A total of 8 people said they thought the information day was ‘very useful’, 5 selected
‘useful’, whilst one person said they were not sure. No respondents said that the Information Day
was ‘not useful’ or ‘not useful at all’.
5.6.44 Figure – ‘Did you find today’s public information day useful?’
Very Useful
Useful
Not Sure
Not Useful
Not Useful at all
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5.6.45 KGSL also asked a supplementary qualitative question on the Information Days, allowing for
respondents to make comments about the application. Responses are listed below:


“Being a very technical process, the attendance of 'experts' to explain certain aspects was
essential.”



“Not sure if today's information day was useful.”



“Useful and informative.”



“Very comprehensive information.”



“Very friendly staff. Lots of info on the displays.”



“I don't think many people were aware of it.”



“No postal information received.”



“My main issue at the moment is the very fact that we have received no information at all
through the post - I have been informed this is because we are out of the 2.5km zone of
where packs and plans etc. have been received through the post. I do feel a little angry
about this as we are part of the community and I feel it does affect us. My children are at the
school in Byley and again as parents I feel we should be informed as the plans are again near
the school. I feel we should also be given information when the survey was done at the end
of 2013 - I know farm and land owners were informed but as householders it was very
disconcerting to see great big vehicles and men looking at the fields that surround the
house.”

5.6.46 Representative of the KGSL Project Team also had discussions with attendees at the
exhibitions, at which verbal comments on the consultation and access to information were made. At
least two members of the public said they had been made aware of the proposals via wider publicity
and word of mouth, but asked why they had not be contacted directly about the application or
received a project newsletter.
5.6.47 Another specific point raised verbally by attendees of the public exhibition was regarding the
spread of information via local schools, in particular Byley Primary School. Attendees expressed
their opinion that it would be preferable for parents of children at the school to be kept updated and
made aware of consultation events via the school.
KGSL’s response
5.6.48 KGSL welcomes positive feedback on the approach to consultation and level of detail
provided at consultation events, such as the Information Days.
5.6.49 The applicant has had regard to all comments made regarding the level of information
provided and the approach and scope of the consultation. In relation to positive comments about
the level of detail provided, KGSL will continue to provide in-depth detail when engaging with
members of the public and consultees. Proposed statutory consultation will include further detail
on the proposals and the detailed assessments undertaken as a part of the preparation of the ES.
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Future Information Days will also be staffed by representatives with technical knowledge of the
proposals, to ensure any questions can be addressed in detail throughout engagement on the
Project.
5.6.50 KGSL notes the specific comment regarding people ‘not being aware’ of the Information Day.
KGSL notes that this comment was made specifically in regard to the additional consultation event
held for the benefit of Middlewich Town Council. This event was for the benefit of members and
was hosted at request of the Town Council.
5.6.51 With regard to some attendees not receiving information about the proposals, KGSL
explained the approach to consultation, in particular the Consultation Zones agreed with the
relevant local authorities during preparation of the consultation strategy. It is understood that those
who did not receive information did not reside within the 2.5km radius Consultation Zone A for the
main development site at the Holford Brinefield and surrounding area, to the north of Middlewich.
With regard to such feedback, KGSL proposes to extend the Consultation Zone A around the main
site to a radius of 3.5km for the upcoming statutory consultation period. This extension will ensure
that a greater number of residents and businesses are contacted directly about the proposal and
statutory consultation process. This extension will see the number of properties directly contacted
at the main site increase from 226 to over 1600.
5.6.52 KGSL has considered the suggestion for information to be provided via local schools and has
had regard to the request. As part of the statutory consultation on the proposals, KGSL will ensure
that local schools are engaged and that information, where possible, is circulated to members of the
public via these channels. As a result of feedback, KGSL has contacted Byley Primary School in
particular to request that information be issued to parents at forthcoming consultation periods. The
school has indicated that this would be acceptable and KGSL can commit to carrying out this activity
during future periods of consultation on the application.
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6.

The Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC)

6.1
KGSL is committed to undertaking thorough and comprehensive pre-application consultation
on the proposed KGSP. The programme of non-statutory consultation has been developed on this
principle and KGSL intends to maintain the proactive approach to engagement throughout the
statutory consultation period.
6.2
In preparing for statutory consultation on the application, and in accordance with the Act
and relevant guidance, KGSL has prepared and published a Statement of Community Consultation
(SoCC) that details the scope of consultation and methods to be employed to inform stakeholders
about the proposed development and encourage participation.
6.3
KGSL has incorporated feedback received to date on the consultation approach into the
draft SoCC, resulting in a document that reflects comments made throughout early engagement and
the non-statutory consultation. Evidence of this includes the increase in the size of Consultation
Zone A at the main site at the Holford Brinefield. KGSL has also paid particular attention to hard to
reach groups and carefully considered how to engage those who may socialise or work close to the
development areas as well as those who live in the area.
6.4
In order to provide an opportunity for comment on the proposed approach to statutory
consultation, KGSL informally shared the draft SoCC with the relevant local authorities prior to
undertaking a 28-day period of formal consultation on the document, as required by the Act.
6.5
Following the formal consultation period on the SoCC, both Cheshire West and Chester
Council and Halton Borough Council confirmed to the Applicant that, in their view, the suggested
approach would be sufficient to ensure the community is adequately consulted on the proposed
development. Neither local authority proposed any amendments to the draft SoCC.
6.6
The finalised SoCC will be published at the launch of statutory consultation and will be
widely publicised, with measures including making the document available for inspection at venues
local to the development areas, at future Information Days, available to download from the Project
website and proactively circulating the document.
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7. Conclusions and next steps
7.1
This Interim Consultation Report sets out how KGSL has undertaken non-statutory
consultation in advance of the submission of a DCO application for its proposals for underground gas
storage cavities at the Holford Brinefield and surrounding area, to the north of Middlewich,
Cheshire.
7.2
Although non-statutory, this consultation has been carried out with regard to the Act in
order to ensure the process was inclusive, thorough and meaningful. This is evidenced throughout
this Interim Consultation Report.
7.3
The period of consultation detailed in this report is part of a phased approach being
undertaken by the Applicant. Feedback from the non-statutory stage has enabled members of the
community and prescribed consultees to have input into the development of the application from an
early stage, whilst key issues raised have helped shape the scope of the ES and the Project itself.
7.4
Feedback submitted by members of the community has also been valuable in enabling the
Applicant to understand potential issues and perceptions within surrounding communities, and
ensure these are adequately addressed in future rounds of consultation. Information and views
expressed during engagement has been taken on board and regarded at each stage of the
application process and will inform the approach to statutory consultation, intended to be
undertaken before the end of 2014.
7.5
Having logged and considered all responses during the non-statutory consultation period,
KGSL plans to formally consult on its proposals later this year. As part of the preparation for the
statutory consultation, and in accordance with the Act and relevant guidance, KGSL has prepared a
Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) outlining the approach and scope of proposed
statutory consultation.

7.6
The thorough and proactive approach to consultation demonstrated to date will be
maintained throughout the statutory consultation stage, which will be undertaken in full accordance
with the agreed SOCC.
7.7
In the interim between periods of consultation, KGSL has maintained the established
communication channels (including the Project Website, Freephone, Freepost address and dedicated
email) to enable consultees to contact members of the Project Team, provide feedback and seek
information on the proposals. A log of all engagement, either proactive or reactive, undertaken
during this period has been kept and a summary will be included in future consultation reports.
7.8
Once all consultation has been carried out on the proposals, KGSL will draft and publish a
detailed Consultation Report, demonstrating the feedback received and how the applicant has had
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KGSP Appendix 1
Draft DCO site boundary

KGSP Appendix 2
Non-statutory consultation zones

KGSP Appendix 3
Consultation Zone A at the main site at Holford
Brinefield

KGSP Appendix 4
Consultation Zone A at the two new tanks at Lostock
Works

KGSP Appendix 5
Consultation Zone A at the outfall pipe to be located at
INEOS ChlorVinyls site, Runcorn

KGSP Appendix 6
Consultation Zone A at the existing Whitley Pumping
Station

KGSP Appendix 7
Consultation Zone B following the existing brine
pipeline from the Holford Brinefield to Runcorn

KGSP Appendix 8
Consultation Zone B following the existing Ravenscroft
water pipe to the south of Byley

KGSP Appendix 9
Consultation Zone B following the existing Ravenscroft
water pipe to the north of Whatcroft

KGSP Appendix 10
Consultation Zone B forming the existing Losotck
saturators

KGSP Appendix 11
Stakeholder groups contacted as part of informal
consultation

3.

Community Stakeholders

Cheshire wide
Stakeholder
Cheshire Region Biodiversity
Partnership

Address

Description
Cheshire wide

Cheshire Community Action

Cheshire wide

CPRE Cheshire

Cheshire wide

Cheshire Wildlife Trust

Cheshire wide

Friends of the Earth, North
West

Across the north west

Cheshire and Warrington LEP

Local LEP

Liverpool LEP

Local LEP

Halton Chamber of
Commerce & Enterprise

Covers Runcorn

Warrington Chamber of
Commerce

Covers Whitley, and
Northwich

East Cheshire Chamber of
Commerce

Covers Middlewich

West Cheshire and North
Wales Chamber of
Commerce

Covers Northwich

Youth Federation

Supports young people and
youth groups throughout
Cheshire Halton, Wirral and
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Warrington.

Groundwork Cheshire

Cheshire wide

Age UK Cheshire

Cheshire wide

Cheshire Community
Development Trust

Cheshire wide

Northwich Main Site Area
Northwich Area - Zone A and B
Stakeholder
Byley County Primary School

Address

Description
Holford Brinefield Zone A

Byley Community
Association

Holford Brinefield Zone A

Witton Albion Football Club
Ltd, Northwich

Local football team within
zone B

Northwich Victoria Football
Club

Football team within zone B

University Of Chester
Academy, Rudheath

Higher education institution
within zone B

Rudheath Primary Academy

Local school within zone B

Northwich Area - outside Zones A & B
Stakeholder

Address

Description

Moulton & District
Community Association,

Potential to take in residents
within zone B.
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Northwich
Northwich Methodist Church

Hard to reach group, close to
zone B

Northwich & District Youth
Centre

Hard to reach group

Safehands Green Start
Nursery

Close to zone B

Witton Church Walk C of E
Primary School

Close to zone B

Northwich School Of Music

Close to zone B

Mid Cheshire College

In Northwich

Middlewich Area - outside Zones A & B
Stakeholder
St Mary’s Catholic Church,
Middlewich

Address

Description
Local church, possible
parishioner catchment area

Guides Middlewich

Hard to reach group

Middlewich Cubs & Scouts

Hard to reach group

Runcorn Area
Runcorn Zone B
Stakeholder
Weston Kids Club

Address

Description
School hours playgroup for
local children within Zone B
The organization behind the
community facility on
Beechwood Avenue within

Beechwood West
Management Limited

18

Zone B
Local scout group within
Zone B

4th Runcorn Scouts

Hope Corner Community
Church & Hope Corner
Academy
Runcorn Residents
Federation

Hard to reach group within
zone B

Runcorn Golf Club

Golf Club within zone B

Cavendish High School

School within Zone B

St Chads Catholic & Church
of England High School

Church within Zone B

The Heath School

School within Zone B

Residents association within
Zone B

Runcorn outside Zones A & B
Stakeholder
Halton and Saint Helens
Voluntary Community
Action

Address

Description
Infrastructure organisation
that provides advice,
information and
development support
services to voluntary,
community, not-for-profit
and faith organisations and
volunteers in the Boroughs
of St Helens and Halton –
based in Runcorn
Close to zone B; catchment
area likely to cover areas
within zone B
Close to zone B; catchment
area likely to cover areas
within zone B
Close to zone B; catchment
area likely to cover areas

Ormiston Bolingbroke
Academy, Runcorn
Weston Primary School

Weston Point Primary
School
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within zone B
Weston Point Pre School

Close to zone B; catchment
area likely to cover areas
within zone B

Pipeline between Holford and Runcorn

Pipeline Zone B
Stakeholder
St Lukes Church

Address

Description
Closest church to Whitley

Address

Description
Close to zone B; catchment
area likely to cover areas
within zone B

Pipeline outside Zones A & B
Stakeholder
Whitley Village School

Comberbach Pre School, and
Primary School

Close to zone B; catchment
area likely to cover areas
within zone B

Comberbach Methodist
Church

Close to zone B; catchment
area likely to cover areas
within zone B

Little Leigh School

Close to zone B; catchment
area likely to cover areas
within zone B
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KGSP Appendix 12
Minutes from meeting with local authorities to discuss
the Statement of Engagement

Meeting Report
Regarding:
Keuper Gas Storage Project
Date:
Tuesday 8th April 2014
Attending:
EW
PC
RS
RE

Cheshire East Council
Cheshire East Council
INEOS Enterprises
PPS Group

Item
1. Introduction
RS explained that Keuper Gas Storage Ltd (KGSL) is a wholly owned
subsidiary of INEOS Enterprises Group Limited. He provided an overview of
the history of solution mining and gas storage at the Holford Brinefield and
the rationale behind the Keuper Gas Storage Project (KGSP). He provided
maps showing the location of the development areas. EW confirmed that
she deals with the Hole House Gas Storage gas storage project in
Middlewich and therefore is familiar with how gas storage projects
operate.
2. Statement of Engagement
RE went through the Statement of Engagement which outlines the
proposed consultation for the KGSP. RE explained that two stages of
consultation were proposed – one non-statutory stage running from AprilJune and a statutory stage in September-October 2014.
EW asked about the timings for submission of the application and whether
there would be time to take on board feedback received during the
consultation. RS explained that the application would be submitted in
early 2015. RE explained that whilst the consultations would each run for
eight weeks the contact points (email, Freephone, Freepost) would remain
open during the summer points for people to get in touch.
RE outlined the proposed consultation zones which includes Zone A,
where development is taking place, and Zone B, which includes areas of

Action

the red line boundary where no new development is taking place. EW
suggested that residents in Middlewich would be interested in the project
and potentially be concerned about traffic going through the town. She
questioned whether an additional consultation zone around Middlewich
was needed. RS explained the routes that traffic would take and that levels
of traffic would be mainly during construction and relatively low with a
typical daily maximum of 30-40 HGV vehicles into the site. RE suggested
that Middlewich residents could attend the Byley exhibition and that this
would be advertised in Middlewich through adverts and press releases in
the Middlewich Guardian, through Middlewich Town Council, ward
councillors and stakeholder groups and through posters placed in
community venues. EW agreed that this would be sufficient.
RE explained that various hard to reach groups had been identified and
asked whether Cheshire East Council was aware of any other groups in the
area. EW stated that the list appeared comprehensive but that she would
check with colleagues

EW to provide details
of any hard to reach
groups

RE outlined the consultation methods that would be used during the first
stage of consultation, including placing information in community venues.
She asked whether there are any particular venues that could be used to
display information. EW suggested the Middlewich Town Council office
and agreed to provide contact details.

EW to provide details
of Middlewich Town
Council office

RE explained that a stakeholder workshop would be held following the
public information days (week commencing 19th May) which Cheshire East
Council would be invited to. EW requested early notification of the
workshop as the team has limited resources.

RE to provide early
notification of the
stakeholder workshop

RE went through the list of stakeholders that had been identified. EW was
asked to provide details of any additional stakeholders that should be
added to the list.

EW to provide details
of additional
stakeholders

RE explained that before the statutory stage of consultation starts in
September this year that KGSL would be formally consulting with the local
authorities covered by the development (Cheshire West & Chester Council
and Halton Borough Council) on a Statement of Community Consultation
(SoCC). While Cheshire East Council is not a statutory consultee on the
SoCC, KGSL would informally consult Cheshire East on the SoCC and this
will take place in July-August.
3.

Close of meeting

RS and RE thanked EW and PC for their time.

Meeting Report
Regarding:
Keuper Gas Storage Project
Date:
Tuesday 8th April 2014
Attending:
Halton Borough Council
Halton Borough Council
INEOS Enterprises
INEOS Enterprises
PPS Group
Item
1. Introduction
RS explained that Keuper Gas Storage Ltd (KGSL) is a wholly owned
subsidiary of INEOS Enterprises Group Limited. He provided an overview of
the history of solution mining and gas storage at the Holford Brinefield and
the rationale behind the Keuper Gas Storage Project (KGSP). He provided
maps showing the location of the development areas.
RS went onto explain the nature of the development that would be taking
place at Runcorn which includes the extension of the existing outfall
pipeline. He went on to say that INEOS Enterprises currently has a permit
from the Environment Agency to discharge brine into the Manchester Ship
Canal. AP clarified that nothing was changing with the existing situation at
Runcorn other than the outfall point. RS confirmed that this was the case.
2. Statement of Engagement
RE went through the Statement of Engagement which outlines the
proposed consultation for the KGSP. RE explained that two stages of
consultation were proposed – one non-statutory stage running from AprilJune and a statutory stage in September-October 2014.
RE outlined the proposed consultation zones which includes Zone A,
where development is taking place, and Zone B, which includes areas of
the red line boundary where no new development is taking place. AP
agreed that the consultation zones looked appropriate.

Action

RE explained that various hard to reach groups had been identified and
asked whether Halton Borough Council was aware of any other groups in
the area. AP stated that the list appeared comprehensive.
RE outlined the consultation methods that would be used during the first
stage of consultation, including placing information in community venues.
She asked AP to provide details of any community venues in Runcorn

AP to provide details of
community venues

RE explained that a stakeholder workshop would be held following the
public information days (week commencing 19th May) which Halton
Council would be invited to.
RE went through the list of stakeholders that had been identified. AP was
asked to provide details of any additional stakeholders that should be
added to the list.
RE explained that before the statutory stage of consultation starts in
September this year that KGSL would be formally consulting with the local
authorities covered by the development (Cheshire West & Chester Council
and Halton Borough Council) on a Statement of Community Consultation
(SoCC). RE explained that some local authorities chose to take this to the
planning committee for their view. AP agreed to check the scheme of
delegation for Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (NSIP) at
Halton Borough Council.

AP to provide details of
additional stakeholders

AP to check scheme of
delegation

RE explained that the Planning Inspectorate offers outreach workshops for
Local Authorities that are dealing with NSIP applications. AP agreed that a
workshop would be useful.

RE to chase PINS re
outreach workshop

AP noted that Government guidance suggests authorities should work
together when an NSIP application falls into more than one authority area
and asked who was dealing with the application at Cheshire West and
Chester Council. RE explained that this was yet to be decided but that
when a case officer had been identified she would inform AP.

RE to provide contact
at CWAC

3.

Close of meeting

RS and RE thanked AP and AE for their time.

Meeting Report
Regarding:
Keuper Gas Storage Project
Date:
Tuesday 30th April 2014
Attending:
Cheshire West and Chester Council
INEOS Enterprises
INEOS Enterprises
PPS Group
Item

Action

1. Introduction
RS explained that Keuper Gas Storage Ltd (KGSL) is a wholly owned
subsidiary of INEOS Enterprises Group Limited. He provided an overview of
the history of solution mining and gas storage at the Holford Brinefield and
the rationale behind the Keuper Gas Storage Project (KGSP). He provided
maps showing the location of the development areas and explained that
the majority of the development would take place within Cheshire West &
Chester.
RS asked who would be the case officer at Cheshire West & Chester for
the KGSP. NC explained that this had not yet been decided but that he
hoped to advise within a week.
NC asked how big the cavities are. RS responded that the brine cavities are
1 million sqm and gas storage cavities are 360,000 sqm.
NC asked how HS2 would impact the project. RS explained that the current
proposed route goes to the west of the development area and that INEOS
is in discussions with HS2 who are aware of the existing and planned
development at the Holford Brinefield.
2. Statement of Engagement
RE explained that the KGSP is a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project
(NSIP), which means that the application will be determined by the
Secretary of State for Transport.

NC to provide details of
case officer

RE went through the Statement of Engagement which outlines the
proposed consultation for the KGSP. RE explained that two stages of
consultation were proposed – one non-statutory stage running from AprilJune and a statutory stage in September-October 2014.
RE outlined the proposed consultation zones which includes Zone A,
where development is taking place, and Zone B, which includes areas of
the red line boundary where no new development is taking place.

NC to provide details of
hard to reach groups

RE explained that various hard to reach groups had been identified and
asked whether Cheshire West & Chester Council was aware of any other
groups in the area. NC agreed to respond with any additional groups.
RE outlined the consultation methods that would be used during the first
stage of consultation, including placing information in community venues.
She asked NC to provide details of any Council venues which may be
suitable. NC suggested Wyvern House in Winsford.

INEOS to send poster
to Wyvern House

RE explained that a stakeholder workshop would be held following the
public information days on 22nd May in Chester and agreed to email the
invitation to NC.

RE to email workshop
invitation

RE went through the list of stakeholders that had been identified. NC was
asked to provide details of any additional stakeholders that should be
added to the list. NC suggested that Winsford Parish Council be added to
the list.

NC to check
stakeholder list
RE to add Winsford
Parish Council

RE explained the various responsibilities Cheshire West & Chester Council
have in relation to NSIP projects. She explained that before the statutory
stage of consultation starts in September this year that KGSL would be
formally consulting with the local authorities covered by the development
(Cheshire West & Chester Council and Halton Borough Council) on a
Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC).
RE explained that the Planning Inspectorate offers outreach workshops for
Local Authorities that are dealing with NSIP applications and that 29th May
or 3rd June were the provisional dates for a joint workshop with Halton
Borough Council. NC agreed to check availability for the two proposed
dates.
3.

Close of meeting

RS and RE thanked NC for his time.

NC to check availability
for outreach workshop

KGSP Appendix 13
The KGSP Statement of Engagement

Keuper Gas Storage Project
Statement of Engagement
1. Introduction
Keuper Gas Storage Limited (KGSL) is seeking consent to construct and operate an underground gas storage
facility with above ground processing plant on and under land in the Holford Brinefield, north of Middlewich
in Cheshire (“the Project”). The proposals are known as Keuper Gas Storage Project (KGSP).
The Project requires the carrying out of operations in England for the purpose of creating an underground
gas storage facility with a working capacity of at least 43 million standard cubic metres and, in accordance
with sections 17(1) and 14(1)(c) of the Planning Act 2008, is a nationally significant infrastructure project
(NSIP).
As an NSIP, and in accordance with Section 31 of the Planning Act 2008, development consent is required to
authorise development of the Project. KGSL is preparing an application to the Secretary of State, pursuant to
the Planning Act 2008, for an order granting development consent.
This document outlines KGSL’s approach towards non-statutory pre-application consultation that will be
undertaken ahead of an application to the Planning Inspectorate for a Development Consent Order (DCO).
This document, which will not form part of the application for a DCO, is intended to provide an overview of
the non-statutory pre-application consultation that KGSL intends to carry out.
2. The project
Keuper Gas Storage Limited (KGSL) is a wholly owned subsidiary of INEOS Enterprises Group Limited. The
proposed KGSP development would involve using purpose built underground salt cavities created through
solution mining to store natural gas, helping to further secure a flexible supply of energy in the UK.
The majority of the development will take place within the Holford Brinefield, Northwich. Other, aspects of
development will include two new brine processing tanks on the Lostock Works site, Northwich and the
refurbishment of the existing Whitley Pumping Station, Whitley. At Runcorn, the development will involve a
new brine outfall pipeline located at the main INEOS ChlorVinyls site.
The project falls within the administrative boundaries of Cheshire West & Chester Council and Halton
Borough Council. The project ‘red line’ boundary also comes close to the boundary of Cheshire East Council.
3. Approach to consultation
The consultation programme for the KGSP will be conducted in two parts:
• Non-statutory consultation between April-June 2014 for a minimum of 8 weeks – this will introduce
the project and seek initial views from the local community and stakeholders
1

•

Statutory consultation between September-October 2014 for a minimum of 8 weeks – this will be
the statutory consultation required under the Planning Act 2008 on the evolved proposal.

4. Consultation Zones
The DCLG guidance on pre-application consultation (April 2012) suggests that in addition to consulting with
‘people in the vicinity of the land’ developers should also consider those areas and communities not directly
impacted but who may be affected by the Project, “for example visually, environmentally or through
increased traffic flow”. The guidance also encourages developers to “capture the views of those who work in
or otherwise use the area, as well as those who live there”.
To account for the fact that there will be some community stakeholders that will be directly impacted by the
proposals and others that may have an interest but are not directly impacted, two distinct consultation
zones have been determined and are defined below.
Zone A
The areas within Zone A are those where development is taking place and where there is the potential to
experience some effects (both positive and negative) from the proposed KGSP. For example – construction
works impacts, traffic impacts and employment opportunities. The consultation will be most intense in Zone
A and homes and businesses within this Zone will be contacted by post about the consultation through a
newsletter. All public exhibitions will be held in the vicinity of Zone A and advertised through the newsletter
and local newspaper. Local community groups and other interested parties will also be informed, including
Cheshire West & Chester Council, Halton Council, parish and town councils, local MPs/MEPs and stakeholder
groups.
The areas in Zone A include:
•
•
•
•

2.5km radius around the main site at Holford, including Lach Dennis and Byley – see Appendix 1
0.5km radius around the two new tanks to be located on the existing Lostock Works site – see
Appendix 2
Area within 0.5km of the new outfall pipe to be located at INEOS ChlorVinyls site, Runcorn – see
Appendix 3
0.5km radius around the existing Whitley Pumping Station, Whitley which is to be refurbished – see
Appendix 4

Zone B
Zone B has been designed to engage with a wider population who, whilst not directly affected by the project
may have an interest in the Project. KGSL will mainly consult through key stakeholders and representatives
of the local community in this Zone.
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This Zone includes:
• the area 0.25km either side of the existing pipeline from Holford to Runcorn – see Appendix 5
• the existing Ravenscroft water pipe from the edge of Zone A south of Byley from the main site to the
north of Middlewich – see Appendix 6
• the existing Ravenscroft water pipe from the edge of Zone A north of Whatcroft to the Lostock
Works site – see Appendix 6
Zones A and B
All parish and town councils, local authorities and MPs/MEPs within Zones A and B will be specifically
notified about the Project and consultation events. Communities in Zones A and B will also be informed
about the Project through the website, community information line, through information placed in
community venues (e.g. libraries) and through the local media. We will also contact relevant stakeholder
groups to inform them about the consultation and encourage them to disseminate information – see
stakeholder database.
Hard to Reach Groups
Hard to reach groups are most commonly defined as sections of the community that are difficult to engage
in a consultation process. These can include: young people (under 25); retired people; people with
disabilities; people on low incomes; and black & minority ethnic (BME) communities.
The main hard to reach groups we have identified for the KGSP and our proposed methods of reaching them
are outlined below:
Hard to reach group
Time limited individuals: Cheshire West &
Chester Council recognises that the largest of
all hard to reach groups in Cheshire is “time
limited individuals”. This group includes people
in full time employment, professionals or
people in employment with families1.
Older people: Over 65s are less likely to have
access to the internet than younger people and
tend to prefer more traditional methods of
consultation, such as public exhibitions.
However, if mobility is a problem, some older
people can find access to events such as public
exhibitions and stakeholder workshops difficult.

Suggested activity
Consultation events will be organised for different
times of the day, with events in the evening. A
variety of methods are proposed, including
newsletters and web-based consultation.

Public exhibitions will be held in accessible, local
venues. KGSL will also offer home visits for those
unable to attend public events.

People with disabilities: Similar issues of Exhibition venues should be made as accessible as
1

Cheshire West & Chester Council Statement of Community Involvement Update 2013
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mobility and access to information apply to possible for people with mobility issues and
people with disabilities.
consultation materials adapted wherever possible –
for example by providing larger text versions of
newsletters for partially-sighted readers. KGSL will
also offer home visits for those unable to attend
public events.
Farmers/agricultural workers: Farm owners KGSL will write directly to the farmers affected by
and tenants can be isolated from nearby the Project and hold face-to-face meetings. We will
communities, often working long hours. This also engage through the existing tenant farmer
group can be short on time to engage in meeting held by INEOS.
consultations and a more direct approach is
often necessary.
People on low incomes: This group is less likely
to have access to private transport and is also
less likely to be property owners. Planning
consultations can often therefore leave people
feeling disenfranchised and without access to
the information needed to become involved.

Location of public exhibitions is particularly
important for this group and as such they will be
held in a number of local venues so that they are
held as close as possible to affected residents and
the issue of transport is minimised.

Young people: Young people (under 25) are
likely to be turned off by formal processes. This
group does however tend to be more
technically adept, with the vast majority using
digital media.

Online consultation can be particularly effective in
engaging with young people. The project website will
include an online questionnaire, copies of project
materials (e.g. newsletters, exhibition boards,
computer generated 3D images etc) and an ‘ask a
question’ facility. We will also engage directly with
local schools in the area and offer presentations on
the project.

5. Non-statutory consultation
KGSP is proposing to consult on the proposals during the non-statutory stage using the following methods:
•
•
•

Newsletters sent to all addresses within Zone A
Letters and emails sent to all identified stakeholders within Zones A & B
Five public exhibitions held at the following venues:
o Whitley Village Hall - Tuesday 6th May (2pm – 8pm)
o Pavilions, Runcorn - Wednesday 7th May (2pm – 8pm)
o Lostock Club - Friday 9th May (2pm – 8pm)
o Byley Village Hall - Thursday 15th May (2pm – 8pm)
o Lach Dennis Village Hall - Friday 16th May (2pm – 8pm)
4

•
•

•
•
•
•

•

Project website www.kgsp.co.uk
Community contact points, including:
o Freephone information line: 0800 1777 250 (Monday to Friday 9.00am to 5.30pm)
o Email: info@kgsp.co.uk
o Freepost address: Freepost RSKS-SBBE-LHHZ, Keuper Gas Storage Project, c/o PPS Group,
Hanover House, 30-32 Charlotte Street, Manchester, M1 4FD
Meetings/presentations with relevant stakeholders where the need is identified and/or specifically
requested
Media – adverts will be placed in the Northwich Guardian, Middlewich Guardian, Runcorn & Widnes
Weekly News and Runcorn & Widnes World and press releases will be sent to local media
Community venues – information and materials, including newsletters and posters, placed in
libraries and other community venues
Feedback forms – interested parties will be able to provide feedback on the proposals through
feedback forms made available at the public exhibitions, via the online feedback form or by
contacting the project team via email, freephone or freepost.
Stakeholder workshop - the workshop will bring together technical experts (such as statutory
consultees) and key representatives of the local community to discuss key topics relating to the
project

An interim consultation report will be prepared that will detail comments received during the non-statutory
consultation stage. This will form part of the Consultation Report to be submitted as part of the DCO
application. This will set out the consultation activities undertaken, the responses received and explain how
information received has been used to shape and influence the proposals.
KGSP has also taken into consideration the requirements of the relevant local authorities’ Statements of
Community Involvement (SCI) in designing this consultation programme.
The anticipated timescales for the non-statutory consultation are:
Date
w/c 21 April
w/c 5 May –
w/c 12 May
w/c 19 May
w/c 16 June

Activity
Consultation launched
Public exhibitions
Stakeholder workshop
Consultation closes

6. Statutory consultation
The statutory period of consultation is scheduled to take place during September-October 2014. The
provisions set out in the Planning Act 2008 and associated regulations require early involvement with local
5

communities, landowners, local authorities, statutory and non-statutory consultees. KGSL is under a duty to
have regard to any relevant responses received.
KGSL has a duty to consult the local community (Section 47 of the Act) and is required to prepare a
Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC). The SoCC will set out how KGSL intends to consult with the
‘people living in the vicinity of the land’. KGSL is required to consult on the SoCC with each local authority in
whose area the proposed development is situated – Cheshire West & Chester Council and Halton Borough
Council. Where this includes more than one authority DCLG advises that “the local authorities in question
should (so far as is practicable) consider how best to co-ordinate their responses to the applicant, in order to
design a consultation exercise which is coherent and effective”. Given the proximity to the boundary of
Cheshire East we also propose to share a draft copy of the SoCC with Cheshire East Council and invite their
comments. The relevant local authorities must be given a minimum of 28 days to formally respond on the
SoCC however KGSL intends to start informal discussions on the SoCC with the three relevant local
authorities in June 2014, with formal consultation taking place in July/August 2014.
KGSL will comply with its duties to consult statutory consultees (Section 42 of the Act) and to publicise the
proposed application (Section 48 of the Act).
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Appendix 1
Zone A – Main development site at Holford Brinefield
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Appendix 2
Zone A - Two new tanks to be located on the existing Lostock Works site
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Appendix 3
Zone A – New outfall pipe to be located at INEOS ChlorVinyls site, Runcorn
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Appendix 4
Zone A - Existing Whitley Pumping Station which is to be refurbished
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Appendix 5
Zone B - Existing pipeline from Holford to Runcorn
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Appendix 6
Zone B – Existing Ravenscroft water pipe
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Appendix 7 – Stakeholder list

1.

Local authorities

Under Section 42 of the Planning Act 2008 Keuper Gas Storage Ltd must consult with each local authority
that is within section 43 of the Act – that is any local authority in which the development site is located and
any adjacent local authorities.

Directly affected
Cheshire West and Chester Council
Halton Borough Council

Neighbouring local authorities
Cheshire East Council
Wrexham County Borough Council
Flintshire County Council
Shropshire Council
Wirral Borough Council
Warrington Borough Council
Liverpool City Council
Knowsley Metropolitan Borough Council
St Helens Metropolitan Borough Council
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2.

Parish Councils

Parish Councils that cover the site area are prescribed ‘statutory’ consultees.
Prescribed Consultees
Byley Parish Council
Lach Dennis Parish Council
Lostock Gralam Parish Council
Northwich Town Council
Rudheath Parish Council
Wincham Parish Council
Marston Parish Council
Comberbach Parish Council
Whitley Parish Council
Dutton Parish Council
Preston Brook Parish Council
Sutton Parish Council
Anderton with Marbury Parish Council
Allostock Parish Council
Little Leigh Parish Council
Aston Parish Council
In Consultation Zones
Davenham Parish Council
Middlewich Town Council
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Plumley Parish Council
Cranage Parish Council
Sproston Parish Council
Nether Peover Parish Council
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3.

Community Stakeholders

Cheshire wide
Stakeholder
Cheshire Region Biodiversity
Partnership

Address

Description
Cheshire wide

Cheshire Community Action

Cheshire wide

CPRE Cheshire

Cheshire wide

Cheshire Wildlife Trust

Cheshire wide

Friends of the Earth, North
West

Across the north west

Cheshire and Warrington LEP

Local LEP

Liverpool LEP

Local LEP

Halton Chamber of
Commerce & Enterprise

Covers Runcorn

Warrington Chamber of
Commerce

Covers Whitley, and
Northwich

East Cheshire Chamber of
Commerce

Covers Middlewich

.

West Cheshire and North
Wales Chamber of
Commerce

Covers Northwich

Youth Federation

Supports young people and
youth groups throughout
Cheshire Halton, Wirral and
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Warrington.

Groundwork Cheshire

Cheshire wide

Age UK Cheshire

Cheshire wide

Cheshire Community
Development Trust

Cheshire wide

Northwich Main Site Area
Northwich Area - Zone A and B
Stakeholder
Byley County Primary School

Address

Description
Holford Brinefield Zone A

Byley Community
Association

Holford Brinefield Zone A

Witton Albion Football Club
Ltd, Northwich

Local football team within
zone B

Northwich Victoria Football
Club

Football team within zone B

University Of Chester
Academy, Rudheath

Higher education institution
within zone B

Rudheath Primary Academy

Local school within zone B

Northwich Area - outside Zones A & B
Stakeholder
Moulton & District
Community Association,

Address

Description
Potential to take in residents
within zone B.

Northwich
Northwich Methodist Church

Hard to reach group, close to
zone B

Northwich & District Youth
Centre

Hard to reach group

Safehands Green Start
Nursery

Close to zone B

Witton Church Walk C of E
Primary School

Close to zone B

Northwich School Of Music

Close to zone B

Mid Cheshire College

In Northwich

Middlewich Area - outside Zones A & B
Stakeholder
St Mary’s Catholic Church,
Middlewich

Address

Description
Local church, possible
parishioner catchment area

Guides Middlewich

Hard to reach group

Middlewich Cubs & Scouts

Hard to reach group

Runcorn Area
Runcorn Zone B
Stakeholder
Weston Kids Club

Address

Description
School hours playgroup for
local children within Zone B
The organization behind the
community facility on
Beechwood Avenue within

Beechwood West
Management Limited
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Zone B
Local scout group within
Zone B

4th Runcorn Scouts

Hope Corner Community
Church & Hope Corner
Academy
Runcorn Residents
Federation

Hard to reach group within
zone B

Runcorn Golf Club

Golf Club within zone B

Cavendish High School

School within Zone B

St Chads Catholic & Church
of England High School

Church within Zone B

The Heath School

School within Zone B

Residents association within
Zone B

Runcorn outside Zones A & B
Stakeholder
Halton and Saint Helens
Voluntary Community
Action

Address

Description
Infrastructure organisation
that provides advice,
information and
development support
services to voluntary,
community, not-for-profit
and faith organisations and
volunteers in the Boroughs
of St Helens and Halton –
based in Runcorn
Close to zone B; catchment
area likely to cover areas
within zone B
Close to zone B; catchment
area likely to cover areas
within zone B
Close to zone B; catchment
area likely to cover areas

Ormiston Bolingbroke
Academy, Runcorn
Weston Primary School

Weston Point Primary
School
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within zone B
Weston Point Pre School

Close to zone B; catchment
area likely to cover areas
within zone B

Pipeline between Holford and Runcorn

Pipeline Zone B
Stakeholder
St Lukes Church

Address

Description
Closest church to Whitley

Address

Description
Close to zone B; catchment
area likely to cover areas
within zone B

Pipeline outside Zones A & B
Stakeholder
Whitley Village School

Comberbach Pre School, and
Primary School

Close to zone B; catchment
area likely to cover areas
within zone B

Comberbach Methodist
Church

Close to zone B; catchment
area likely to cover areas
within zone B

Little Leigh School

Close to zone B; catchment
area likely to cover areas
within zone B
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KGSP Appendix 14
Letter to political stakeholders and key community
stakeholders

<Address>
4th March 2014

Dear <Title> <Name>,
PROPOSAL FOR FURTHER INVESTMENT IN UNDERGROUND GAS STORAGE IN CHESHIRE
I am writing to inform you about our plans to invest in further gas storage provision in Cheshire,
and to let you know how we will be consulting with the local community and other
stakeholders on the proposed development.
Keuper Gas Storage Limited (KGSL) is a wholly owned subsidiary of INEOS Enterprises Group
Limited. We are at an early stage of preparing plans for the Keuper Gas Storage Project (KGSP),
located at the southern end of the Holford Brinefield and surrounding area, north of
Middlewich, Cheshire. The proposed development would see brine extracted from
underground cavities through tried and tested solution mining techniques. These cavities would
then be used to store natural gas, helping to secure flexible energy supplies in the UK.
The majority of the development will take place within the Holford Brinefield, which will include
all of the proposed gas storage cavities. Other, smaller aspects of development will include two
new brine processing tanks on the Lostock Works site and the refurbishment of the existing
Whitley Pumping station. At Runcorn, the development will involve a new outfall pipeline
located at the main INEOS ChlorVinyls site in Runcorn.
INEOS already employs over 1000 people in Cheshire. In addition to this, the KGSP would
represent a significant investment by INEOS in Cheshire and create 30 new jobs once
operational, along with over 300 jobs during construction.
The Proposed Development
INEOS Enterprises has extensive experience of the geology in the area, supported by recent
surveys, as well as an ongoing demand for the brine to meet the needs of customers in the
North West’s chemical industries. Amongst other things, the brine is used as a raw material to
make everyday essentials such as washing powders, toothpaste and table salt and is used to
produce chlorine, which makes our drinking water safe.

The KGSP would make use of the cavities left by solution mining, storing natural gas to help
meet the UK’s demand for securing energy supplies. Investment in such projects continues to
be nationally important, and Cheshire’s geology means it is one of the few places in the UK
where gas storage can be developed and brine can be used.
Storing natural gas in this way plays a vital role in securing domestic supply to meet the needs
of users in the UK. It allows the energy industry to respond quickly to the demand for gas and
provides greater security during times of peak usage, such as colder, winter months.
The Application and Community Consultation
Because of its importance to helping the UK meet increasing energy demands, the KGSP will be
classified as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP), requiring a Development
Consent Order (DCO) from the Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change in order to be
developed. Keuper Gas Storage Limited have formally notified the Planning Inspectorate of the
proposed development. We therefore wanted to make you aware of our intentions at this
early stage of the planning process, which will take a number of years to complete.
Keuper Gas Storage Limited is committed to thorough and meaningful engagement with the
community and other stakeholders, and we will be launching a full consultation programme
over the coming months, which we will keep you updated on.
In the meantime, we would welcome the opportunity to discuss our plans in more detail and
answer any of your questions. If you would like to arrange a meeting to discuss the proposed
development or have any queries, please contact a member of the project team on 0800 1777
250 (Monday to Friday 9.00am to 5.30pm) or email us at info@kgsp.co.uk*

Yours faithfully,

Greg Stewart
Operations Director

*These contact details will put you in touch with PPS Group, who are managing the
consultation process on behalf of Keuper Gas Storage Limited

23rd April 2014
Dear Clerk,
FIRST STAGE OF CONSULTATION ON KEUPER GAS STORAGE PROJECT LAUNCHED
Further to the recent announcement about proposals to develop further gas storage in Cheshire, I
am writing to inform you that the first stage of consultation has been launched.
About the project
The developer is Keuper Gas Storage Limited (KGSL), a wholly owned subsidiary of INEOS Enterprises
Group Limited. The proposed development would be located at the southern end of the Holford
Brinefield and surrounding area, north of Middlewich, Cheshire. It would see brine extracted from
underground cavities, which would then be used to store natural gas, helping to secure flexible
energy supplies in the UK.
The majority of the proposed development will take place within the Holford Brinefield, which will
include all of the proposed gas storage cavities. Other, smaller aspects of development will include
two new brine processing tanks on the Lostock Works site, Northwich and the refurbishment of the
existing Whitley Pumping station in Whitley. At Runcorn, the development will involve extending an
existing brine pipeline located at the main INEOS ChlorVinyls site.
INEOS already employs over 1200 people in Cheshire. The KGSP would represent a significant further
investment by INEOS in Cheshire and create 30 new jobs once operational, along with over 300 jobs
during construction.
Public Information Days
As part of the first stage of consultation on the Keuper Gas Storage Project (KGSP) we will be holding
several public information days to inform local residents and stakeholders about the plans. We have
sent a newsletter to residents and businesses near to the proposed development sites to inform
them about the consultation - a copy is enclosed.
The public information days will be held on:






Tuesday 6th May, 2pm - 8pm Whitley Village Hall
Wednesday 7th May, 2pm - 8pm Pavilions, Runcorn
Friday 9th May, 2pm - 8pm Lostock Club, Northwich
Thursday 15th May, 2pm - 8pm Byley Village Hall
Friday 16th May, 2pm - 8pm Lach Dennis Village Hall

We would like to invite you to one of our preview sessions that will be held:
Wednesday 7th May 1-2pm Pavilions, Runcorn
Friday 9th May, 1-2pm Lostock Club, Northwich
The preview sessions will give elected representatives and key stakeholders a chance to view
the materials on display and speak to members of the Project Team, prior to the events
opening to members of the public.

Stakeholder Workshop
We are also holding a Stakeholder Workshop, which will bring together local community
representatives and stakeholder groups to discuss different aspects of the proposed development.
The Workshop will cover a number of key topics relating to the Project, including: geology, ecology,
health and safety and traffic and transport.
As a local representative we would like to invite you to get involved in the Workshop. The Workshop
will be held at Chester Racecourse, Grey Friars, The Racecourse, Chester, CH1 2LY on Thursday 22nd
May, 12 noon – 3pm. I would be grateful if you could confirm your attendance by contacting our
Freephone information line on 0800 1777 250 or emailing info@kgsp.co.uk. Once you have
registered for the workshop, you will receive a confirmation e-mail or telephone call to confirm your
place. We will also provide you with an agenda and directions to the venue.

The Application and Community Consultation
Because of the importance of the proposed development in helping the UK meet its increasing
energy needs, the Project is classified as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP). This
means that rather than going through the local authority like most planning applications, the
proposed development requires a Development Consent Order (DCO) from the Secretary of State for
Energy and Climate Change (DECC). For further information on the NSIP process please visit
http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk
As part of the DCO application process we have to undertake a period of statutory consultation on
the plans. This first stage of consultation is a non-statutory or ‘informal’ stage that will run until
20th June 2014. It will help us to firm up our proposals before we undertake the statutory stage of
consultation in September-October this year.
I do hope you will be able to join us at the Public Information Days and/or Stakeholder Workshop.
Alternatively if you would like to arrange a separate meeting to discuss the proposals or would like
further information, please contact the Project Team using the contact details below. You can also
submit your views on the Project by emailing us, writing to us or completing the feedback form on
our website.

Contact us
 Call us: Freephone 0800 1777 250 (During office hours Mon-Fri)
 Email us: info@kgsp.co.uk
 Write to us: Freepost RSKS-SBBE-LHHZ, Keuper Gas Storage Project, c/o PPS Group, Hanover
House, 30-32 Charlotte Street, Manchester, M1 4FD
 Visit us at: www.kgsp.co.uk
Yours faithfully,

Greg Stewart
Operations Director
*These contact details will put you in touch with PPS Group, who are managing the consultation
process on behalf of Keuper Gas Storage Limited

<Address>
4th March 2014

Dear <Title> <Name>,
INTRODUCING THE KEUPER GAS STORAGE PROJECT
We are writing to you as you are a local resident to inform you about our proposed plans for
the Keuper Gas Storage Project (KGSP).
Keuper Gas Storage Limited (KGSL), a wholly owned subsidiary of INEOS Enterprises Group
Limited, is at an early stage of developing proposals for an underground gas storage project at
Holford Brinefield, north of Middlewich, Cheshire.
The proposed KGSP development - would involve using purpose built underground salt cavities
created through solution mining to store natural gas, helping to further secure a flexible supply
of energy in the UK.
The majority of the development will take place within the Holford Brinefield, which will include
all of the proposed gas storage cavities. Other, smaller aspects of development will include two
new brine processing tanks on the Lostock Works site and the refurbishment of the existing
Whitley Pumping station. At Runcorn, the development will involve a new outfall pipeline
located at the main INEOS ChlorVinyls site in Runcorn.
INEOS already employs over 1000 people in Cheshire. In addition to this, the KGSP would
represent a significant investment by INEOS in Cheshire and create 30 new jobs once
operational, along with over 300 jobs during construction.
Why is this project being proposed?
INEOS has operations across Cheshire and there is an ongoing demand for brine, which is
extracted when salt cavities are solution mined, to meet the needs of our customers in the
chemical industry. Among other things, brine is used as a raw material in the production of
everyday essentials such as washing powder, toothpaste and table salt and is used to produce
chlorine, which makes our drinking water safe.

The KGSP would make use of the salt cavities once all brine has been extracted to store natural
gas to help meet the UK’s demand for energy. Gas storage helps to keep lights on and homes
warm across the UK by providing a secure and flexible source of energy. Over a quarter of the
UK’s electricity is generated from gas and we rely heavily on imports, meaning a domestic
storage capability is needed to respond to variable demands – for example, when more gas is
needed during colder, winter months.
Cheshire’s geology means it is one of the few places in the UK where gas can be stored
underground and there is a number of existing gas storage facilities already operating in the
Holford Brinefield area. INEOS Enterprises has been solution mining the Holford Brinefield for
over 80 years and has over 20 years’ experience in the underground storage of natural gas.
The Application and Community Consultation
Because of its importance to helping the UK meet increasing energy demands, the KGSP will be
classified as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP). This means that planning
consent needs to be obtained from the Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change rather
than going through the local authority. This is known as a Development Consent Order. The
local authority will however be fully consulted along with other important stakeholders as part
of this process.
In the coming weeks we will start to consult on the proposals, which will include a series of
public exhibitions in the areas around the development sites. These will give local residents an
opportunity to view the plans and have their say on the proposed development ahead of any
planning application being submitted.
In the meantime, if you would like further information on the proposed development please
visit our project website at www.kgsp.co.uk.
Alternatively, you can call our Freephone
information line on 0800 1777 250 (Monday to Friday 9.00am to 5.30pm), email us at
info@kgsp.co.uk or write to us at Keuper Gas Storage Project, c/o PPS Group, Hanover House,
30-32 Charlotte Street, Manchester, M1 4FD*

Yours faithfully,

Greg Stewart
Operations Director

*These contact details will put you in touch with PPS Group, who are managing the consultation process on behalf
of Keuper Gas Storage Limited
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The planning process
and community consultation
Because of the importance of the proposed development in
helping the UK meet its increasing energy needs, the KGSP is
classified as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP).

Next steps
The timeline below shows the indicative timescales
for the Project.
Non statutory consultation

This means that rather than going through the local authority like most planning applications, the
KGSP requires a Development Consent Order (DCO) from the Secretary of State for Energy and
Climate Change (DECC). The Planning Inspectorate is the government agency responsible for
examining planning applications for NSIPs.
As part of the DCO application process it is necessary to undertake a period of statutory
consultation on the proposed development. Before this a non-statutory or ‘informal’ stage of
consultation will run from now until 20th June 2014. This will help to firm up our proposals before
undertaking the statutory stage of consultation in September-October this year.

The Keuper
Gas Storage Project

April-June 2014

Statutory consultation
September-October 2014

Submission of DCO application
Early 2015

A series of public information days will be held where members of the Project Team will be on hand
to answer your questions. The exhibitions will be held on the following dates:

Determination of the DCO
Date

Venue

Tuesday 6th May
2pm - 8pm

Whitley Village Hall, Village Lane, Higher Whitley, Warrington, WA4 4EJ

Early 2016

Construction starts
From 2017

Wednesday 7th May
2pm - 8pm

Pavilions, Sandy Lane, Runcorn, Cheshire, WA7 4EX

Friday 9th May
2pm - 8pm

Lostock Club, Works Lane, Northwich, Cheshire, CW9 7NW

Thursday 15th May
2pm - 8pm

Byley Village Hall, Moss Lane, Middlewich, Cheshire, CW10 9NG

Friday 16th May
2pm - 8pm

Lach Dennis Village Hall, Holmes Chapel Road, Lach Dennis, Northwich,
Cheshire, CW9 7SZ

Keuper Gas Storage Limited is developing plans for additional
underground gas storage facilities at the Holford Brinefield,
and surrounding area north of Middlewich, Cheshire.
The Keuper Gas Storage Project (KGSP) is still at an early stage, but it is important to let you know
what is proposed and how the plans will progress. We are committed to keeping you updated
about the proposed development and listening to your views, and this newsletter is just the first step
in explaining the plans. Here you will find more information about the Project, details of how to
take part in the consultation and how to get in touch with members of the Project Team.

What is proposed
The proposed KGSP would involve using underground salt cavities - created through solution
mining - to store natural gas. INEOS Enterprises has been solution mining the Holford Brinefield for
over 80 years. This process produces brine, a concentrated salt solution, which is used to produce
chlorine, which makes our drinking water safe. Brine is also used in the production of everyday
essentials such as washing powder, toothpaste and table salt. Over 200 cavities have already been
developed at the site for brine production, 9 of which are currently in use for gas storage with a
further 20 in development.
Once the brine is mined, the specially designed cavity left behind can then be used to store natural
gas. Creating up to 19 new cavities as part of the KGSP would play a part in keeping the lights on
in the UK by providing a flexible supply of energy.
Location of existing and proposed new cavities

Solution mining starts
From 2018

Gas storage starts
From 2020

If you have mobility issues and are unable to attend the public information days please contact us
using the details provided for more information about alternatives.

Environmental Impact Assessment
As part of the DCO application an Environmental Impact Assessment will be prepared. A Scoping
Report has already been submitted to the Planning Inspectorate to identify the environmental studies
that we will need to carry out to inform the decision making process.

Getting in touch
You can get in touch to ask questions or give your feedback on the plans in a number of ways*:
• You can call: Freephone 0800 1777 250 (Monday to Friday 9.00am to 5.30pm)
• You can email: info@kgsp.co.uk
• You can write: Freepost RSKS-SBBE-LHHZ, Keuper Gas Storage Project,
c/o PPS Group, 30-32 Charlotte Street, Manchester, M1 4FD
• Visit the website: You can find out more about the Project and fill in a feedback form
on the website www.kgsp.co.uk
If you would like to register your interest in the Project and receive regular updates please contact us
using one of the ways to get in touch above.
*These contact details will put you in touch with PPS Group who are managing the consultation on our behalf
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Why do we need gas storage?

The Project
Runcorn

Gas storage helps to keep lights on and homes warm across the UK by providing a secure and
flexible source of energy. Over a quarter of the UK’s electricity is generated from gas and we rely
heavily on imports, meaning domestic storage is needed to respond to variable demands – for
example, when more gas is needed during colder, darker winter months. Forecasts show that gas
will remain an important energy source for heating and electricity for UK homes for many decades.
The Government has recognised the importance of gas storage and the Energy and Climate
Change Committee, which examines the work of government departments, has called for the
Government to double the UK’s current gas storage by 2020.

Investing in gas storage in Northwich, Cheshire
INEOS has an ongoing demand for brine to meet the needs of our operations across Cheshire
and our other customers in the chemical industry. Even without gas storage, cavities would still be
required to provide the brine. This proposed development would make use of the salt cavities once
all brine has been extracted.
Cheshire’s geology also means it is one of the few places in the UK where gas can be safely
stored underground and there are already a number of existing gas storage facilities operating in
the area. INEOS Enterprises has been mining the Holford Brinefield for generations and has an
excellent understanding of the geology in the area. Additional surveys have also recently been
undertaken to ensure all the geological data is up to date.

A56

M56

A533

Norton

Lower Stretton

Pipeline

Lower Whitley

Runcorn

The existing pipeline will continue to be used to
transport brine to INEOS’ operations at Runcorn
– no gas is being transported along the pipeline.

The existing pipeline that runs into
Runcorn at the INEOS ChlorVinyls
site will be extended.
No gas will
Frodsham
be stored at the Runcorn Site.

M56

Whitley
The existing Whitley Pumping Station
at Whitley will be refurbished.

Helsby

Lostock Gralam

Northwich

The Benefits
Cuddington

• Providing a flexible and secure supply of energy to help keep the lights on in the UK

• Supporting INEOS’ businesses at Runcorn by providing brine, which is essential to
ongoing operations

Who is Keuper Gas Storage Ltd?
The Keuper Gas Storage Project is being developed by Keuper Gas Storage Limited, a wholly
owned subsidiary of INEOS Enterprises Group Limited.
Keuper Gas Storage Limited is the project developer. INEOS Enterprises Limited is the land
owner and its Brine & Water Business would be responsible for the solution mining of brine to
facilitate this proposed development.
INEOS has strong ties to the region and employs over 1,200 people in Runcorn and
Northwich. The Company produces a range of essential chemicals for use by industry
in the UK and overseas.
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All of the proposed new gas
storage cavities will be located
at the Holford Brinefield in
Northwich. There are some other
smaller construction works that
will need to be undertaken as part
of the Project, which include two
new brine processing tanks on
the Lostock Works Site, Northwich
and the refurbishment of the
existing Whitley Pumping Station
in Whitley. The existing pipeline
between Holford and Runcorn will
continue to be used to transport
brine – this pipeline will not be
used to move gas. At Runcorn,
A51
the development will involve
extending an existing pipeline
located at the main INEOS
ChlorVinyls site.
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• A significant investment in Cheshire which can be delivered without subsidies
from Government

A556

M56

Natural gas has been stored safely in cavities in the Holford Brinefield since the 1980s. The
facilities have to meet strict safety standards, which are amongst the most stringent in the world.

• Up to 300 construction jobs and 30 operational jobs
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Lostock Tanks
Two new brine processing tanks
will be built on the Lostock Works
Site at Northwich.
A556

Lostock Saturators
M6
The brine is pumped to
existing brine cavities
to the north of Lach
Dennis where it is
‘saturated’ which makes
it a more concentrated
brine solution. No new
development is taking
place here.
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Brine will be removed from up to 19 new
cavities that will then be used to store
natural gas.
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Why do we need gas storage?

The Project
Runcorn

Gas storage helps to keep lights on and homes warm across the UK by providing a secure and
flexible source of energy. Over a quarter of the UK’s electricity is generated from gas and we rely
heavily on imports, meaning domestic storage is needed to respond to variable demands – for
example, when more gas is needed during colder, darker winter months. Forecasts show that gas
will remain an important energy source for heating and electricity for UK homes for many decades.
The Government has recognised the importance of gas storage and the Energy and Climate
Change Committee, which examines the work of government departments, has called for the
Government to double the UK’s current gas storage by 2020.

Investing in gas storage in Northwich, Cheshire
INEOS has an ongoing demand for brine to meet the needs of our operations across Cheshire
and our other customers in the chemical industry. Even without gas storage, cavities would still be
required to provide the brine. This proposed development would make use of the salt cavities once
all brine has been extracted.
Cheshire’s geology also means it is one of the few places in the UK where gas can be safely
stored underground and there are already a number of existing gas storage facilities operating in
the area. INEOS Enterprises has been mining the Holford Brinefield for generations and has an
excellent understanding of the geology in the area. Additional surveys have also recently been
undertaken to ensure all the geological data is up to date.
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The existing pipeline will continue to be used to
transport brine to INEOS’ operations at Runcorn
– no gas is being transported along the pipeline.

The existing pipeline that runs into
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site will be extended.
No gas will
Frodsham
be stored at the Runcorn Site.
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Whitley
The existing Whitley Pumping Station
at Whitley will be refurbished.
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Northwich

The Benefits
Cuddington

• Providing a flexible and secure supply of energy to help keep the lights on in the UK

• Supporting INEOS’ businesses at Runcorn by providing brine, which is essential to
ongoing operations

Who is Keuper Gas Storage Ltd?
The Keuper Gas Storage Project is being developed by Keuper Gas Storage Limited, a wholly
owned subsidiary of INEOS Enterprises Group Limited.
Keuper Gas Storage Limited is the project developer. INEOS Enterprises Limited is the land
owner and its Brine & Water Business would be responsible for the solution mining of brine to
facilitate this proposed development.
INEOS has strong ties to the region and employs over 1,200 people in Runcorn and
Northwich. The Company produces a range of essential chemicals for use by industry
in the UK and overseas.
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All of the proposed new gas
storage cavities will be located
at the Holford Brinefield in
Northwich. There are some other
smaller construction works that
will need to be undertaken as part
of the Project, which include two
new brine processing tanks on
the Lostock Works Site, Northwich
and the refurbishment of the
existing Whitley Pumping Station
in Whitley. The existing pipeline
between Holford and Runcorn will
continue to be used to transport
brine – this pipeline will not be
used to move gas. At Runcorn,
A51
the development will involve
extending an existing pipeline
located at the main INEOS
ChlorVinyls site.
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• A significant investment in Cheshire which can be delivered without subsidies
from Government
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Natural gas has been stored safely in cavities in the Holford Brinefield since the 1980s. The
facilities have to meet strict safety standards, which are amongst the most stringent in the world.

• Up to 300 construction jobs and 30 operational jobs
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The planning process
and community consultation
Because of the importance of the proposed development in
helping the UK meet its increasing energy needs, the KGSP is
classified as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP).

Next steps
The timeline below shows the indicative timescales
for the Project.
Non statutory consultation

This means that rather than going through the local authority like most planning applications, the
KGSP requires a Development Consent Order (DCO) from the Secretary of State for Energy and
Climate Change (DECC). The Planning Inspectorate is the government agency responsible for
examining planning applications for NSIPs.
As part of the DCO application process it is necessary to undertake a period of statutory
consultation on the proposed development. Before this a non-statutory or ‘informal’ stage of
consultation will run from now until 20th June 2014. This will help to firm up our proposals before
undertaking the statutory stage of consultation in September-October this year.

The Keuper
Gas Storage Project

April-June 2014

Statutory consultation
September-October 2014

Submission of DCO application
Early 2015

A series of public information days will be held where members of the Project Team will be on hand
to answer your questions. The exhibitions will be held on the following dates:

Determination of the DCO
Date

Venue

Tuesday 6th May
2pm - 8pm

Whitley Village Hall, Village Lane, Higher Whitley, Warrington, WA4 4EJ

Early 2016

Construction starts
From 2017

Wednesday 7th May
2pm - 8pm

Pavilions, Sandy Lane, Runcorn, Cheshire, WA7 4EX

Friday 9th May
2pm - 8pm

Lostock Club, Works Lane, Northwich, Cheshire, CW9 7NW

Thursday 15th May
2pm - 8pm

Byley Village Hall, Moss Lane, Middlewich, Cheshire, CW10 9NG

Friday 16th May
2pm - 8pm

Lach Dennis Village Hall, Holmes Chapel Road, Lach Dennis, Northwich,
Cheshire, CW9 7SZ

Keuper Gas Storage Limited is developing plans for additional
underground gas storage facilities at the Holford Brinefield,
and surrounding area north of Middlewich, Cheshire.
The Keuper Gas Storage Project (KGSP) is still at an early stage, but it is important to let you know
what is proposed and how the plans will progress. We are committed to keeping you updated
about the proposed development and listening to your views, and this newsletter is just the first step
in explaining the plans. Here you will find more information about the Project, details of how to
take part in the consultation and how to get in touch with members of the Project Team.

What is proposed
The proposed KGSP would involve using underground salt cavities - created through solution
mining - to store natural gas. INEOS Enterprises has been solution mining the Holford Brinefield for
over 80 years. This process produces brine, a concentrated salt solution, which is used to produce
chlorine, which makes our drinking water safe. Brine is also used in the production of everyday
essentials such as washing powder, toothpaste and table salt. Over 200 cavities have already been
developed at the site for brine production, 9 of which are currently in use for gas storage with a
further 20 in development.
Once the brine is mined, the specially designed cavity left behind can then be used to store natural
gas. Creating up to 19 new cavities as part of the KGSP would play a part in keeping the lights on
in the UK by providing a flexible supply of energy.
Location of existing and proposed new cavities

Solution mining starts
From 2018

Gas storage starts
From 2020

If you have mobility issues and are unable to attend the public information days please contact us
using the details provided for more information about alternatives.

Environmental Impact Assessment
As part of the DCO application an Environmental Impact Assessment will be prepared. A Scoping
Report has already been submitted to the Planning Inspectorate to identify the environmental studies
that we will need to carry out to inform the decision making process.

Getting in touch
You can get in touch to ask questions or give your feedback on the plans in a number of ways*:
• You can call: Freephone 0800 1777 250 (Monday to Friday 9.00am to 5.30pm)
• You can email: info@kgsp.co.uk
• You can write: Freepost RSKS-SBBE-LHHZ, Keuper Gas Storage Project,
c/o PPS Group, 30-32 Charlotte Street, Manchester, M1 4FD
• Visit the website: You can find out more about the Project and fill in a feedback form
on the website www.kgsp.co.uk
If you would like to register your interest in the Project and receive regular updates please contact us
using one of the ways to get in touch above.
*These contact details will put you in touch with PPS Group who are managing the consultation on our behalf
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The planning process
and community consultation
Because of the importance of the proposed development in
helping the UK meet its increasing energy needs, the KGSP is
classified as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP).

Next steps
The timeline below shows the indicative timescales
for the Project.
Non statutory consultation

This means that rather than going through the local authority like most planning applications, the
KGSP requires a Development Consent Order (DCO) from the Secretary of State for Energy and
Climate Change (DECC). The Planning Inspectorate is the government agency responsible for
examining planning applications for NSIPs.
As part of the DCO application process it is necessary to undertake a period of statutory
consultation on the proposed development. Before this a non-statutory or ‘informal’ stage of
consultation will run from now until 20th June 2014. This will help to firm up our proposals before
undertaking the statutory stage of consultation in September-October this year.

The Keuper
Gas Storage Project

April-June 2014

Statutory consultation
September-October 2014

Submission of DCO application
Early 2015

A series of public information days will be held where members of the Project Team will be on hand
to answer your questions. The exhibitions will be held on the following dates:

Determination of the DCO
Date

Venue

Tuesday 6th May
2pm - 8pm

Whitley Village Hall, Village Lane, Higher Whitley, Warrington, WA4 4EJ

Early 2016

Construction starts
From 2017

Wednesday 7th May
2pm - 8pm

Pavilions, Sandy Lane, Runcorn, Cheshire, WA7 4EX

Friday 9th May
2pm - 8pm

Lostock Club, Works Lane, Northwich, Cheshire, CW9 7NW

Thursday 15th May
2pm - 8pm

Byley Village Hall, Moss Lane, Middlewich, Cheshire, CW10 9NG

Friday 16th May
2pm - 8pm

Lach Dennis Village Hall, Holmes Chapel Road, Lach Dennis, Northwich,
Cheshire, CW9 7SZ

Keuper Gas Storage Limited is developing plans for additional
underground gas storage facilities at the Holford Brinefield,
and surrounding area north of Middlewich, Cheshire.
The Keuper Gas Storage Project (KGSP) is still at an early stage, but it is important to let you know
what is proposed and how the plans will progress. We are committed to keeping you updated
about the proposed development and listening to your views, and this newsletter is just the first step
in explaining the plans. Here you will find more information about the Project, details of how to
take part in the consultation and how to get in touch with members of the Project Team.

What is proposed
The proposed KGSP would involve using underground salt cavities - created through solution
mining - to store natural gas. INEOS Enterprises has been solution mining the Holford Brinefield for
over 80 years. This process produces brine, a concentrated salt solution, which is used to produce
chlorine, which makes our drinking water safe. Brine is also used in the production of everyday
essentials such as washing powder, toothpaste and table salt. Over 200 cavities have already been
developed at the site for brine production, 9 of which are currently in use for gas storage with a
further 20 in development.
Once the brine is mined, the specially designed cavity left behind can then be used to store natural
gas. Creating up to 19 new cavities as part of the KGSP would play a part in keeping the lights on
in the UK by providing a flexible supply of energy.
Location of existing and proposed new cavities

Solution mining starts
From 2018

Gas storage starts
From 2020

If you have mobility issues and are unable to attend the public information days please contact us
using the details provided for more information about alternatives.

Environmental Impact Assessment
As part of the DCO application an Environmental Impact Assessment will be prepared. A Scoping
Report has already been submitted to the Planning Inspectorate to identify the environmental studies
that we will need to carry out to inform the decision making process.

Getting in touch
You can get in touch to ask questions or give your feedback on the plans in a number of ways*:
• You can call: Freephone 0800 1777 250 (Monday to Friday 9.00am to 5.30pm)
• You can email: info@kgsp.co.uk
• You can write: Freepost RSKS-SBBE-LHHZ, Keuper Gas Storage Project,
c/o PPS Group, 30-32 Charlotte Street, Manchester, M1 4FD
• Visit the website: You can find out more about the Project and fill in a feedback form
on the website www.kgsp.co.uk
If you would like to register your interest in the Project and receive regular updates please contact us
using one of the ways to get in touch above.
*These contact details will put you in touch with PPS Group who are managing the consultation on our behalf
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KGSP Appendix 16
Press Release 1 – issued upon launch of the Project

PRESS STATEMENT
Tuesday 4th March 2014

KEUPER GAS STORAGE AND INEOS ENTERPRISES ANNOUNCE INTENTION
TO INVEST IN FURTHER UNDERGROUND GAS STORAGE PROVISION IN
CHESHIRE

Keuper Gas Storage Limited and INEOS Enterprises Limited have announced plans to
develop a new underground gas storage facility in Cheshire. The companies are at an early
stage of preparing plans for the proposed development, to be known as the Keuper Gas
Storage Project (KGSP), which would be located at the southern area of the Holford
Brinefield and surrounding area north of Middlewich.

Keuper Gas Storage Limited is the project developer. INEOS Enterprises Limited is the land
owner and would be responsible for the solution mining of brine to facilitate this project.

The proposed development would make use of the natural geology of the area to provide
underground gas storage and would represent a significant additional investment in Cheshire.
The Holford Brinefield is one of the few places in the UK suitable for this purpose.

The natural gas would be stored in salt cavities specially created by extracting brine from
below ground. Storing natural gas in this way provides a stable and flexible source of energy
and acts as a vital resource in the balancing of secure natural gas supplies for the UK. INEOS
Enterprises has extensive experience of the geology for the area, which is supported by recent
studies, and an ongoing demand for brine to meet the needs of its customers within the
chemical industry.

As the proposal is for important energy infrastructure, KGSP is classified as a Nationally
Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP), which means that Keuper Gas Storage will be
required to submit an application for a Development Consent Order (DCO) from the

Keuper Gas Storage Limited,
Runcorn Site HQ, South Parade,
PO Box 9, Runcorn, Cheshire, WA7 4JE

PRESS STATEMENT
Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change. If successful, the project will commence in
2016 and could be operational from 2020 onwards.

Keuper Gas Storage will be carrying out full pre-application consultation with the local
community in the coming months.

Tom Crotty, Director for INEOS, said:
“We are committed to engaging thoroughly with the local community and look forward to
doing so over the next few months.

“This is an important proposal for the UK’s energy security that would provide vital
investment and jobs for Cheshire. We are a company that is already very active in Cheshire
and we currently employ over 1000 people across the county.”

Keuper Gas Storage will announce details of forthcoming consultation events over the next
few weeks.

ENDS

For further information please contact
Telephone: 0800 1777 250
E-mail: info@kgsp.co.uk

Keuper Gas Storage Limited,
Runcorn Site HQ, South Parade,
PO Box 9, Runcorn, Cheshire, WA7 4JE

KGSP Appendix 17
Media coverage arising from Press Release 1

Northwich Guardian
5th March 2014

Northwich Guardian
4th March 2014

http://www.northwichguardian.co.uk/news/11051374.Underground_gas_storage_facility_t
o_be_developed/

Runcorn and Widnes Weekly News
20th March 2014

KGSP Appendix 18
Press Release 2 - issued upon launch if the nonstatutory consultation

PRESS RELEASE
Tuesday 22nd April 2014
PUBLIC CONSULTATION LAUNCHED ON PLANS FOR FURTHER GAS STORAGE IN
CHESHIRE
Further to the recent announcement about proposals to develop further gas storage in Cheshire, the first stage
of public consultation on the Keuper Gas Storage Project (KGSP) has been launched (Wednesday 23rd April).
Keuper Gas Storage Limited (KGSL) is holding a series of Public Information Days to inform local residents
and stakeholders about the plans.
The proposed development would involve using purpose built underground salt cavities created through
solution mining to store natural gas at the Holford Brinefield and surrounding area, north of Middlewich,
Cheshire. The only construction works that will take place in Runcorn as part of the proposed development
will involve extending an existing brine pipeline located at the main INEOS ChlorVinyls site. The Project will
help support INEOS’ businesses at Runcorn by providing brine, which is essential to ongoing operations.
The Information Days will be held on:
Date
Tuesday 6th May, 2pm-8pm
Wednesday 7th May, 2pm-8pm
Friday 9th May, 2pm-8pm
Thursday 15th May, 2pm-8pm
Friday 16th May, 2pm-8pm

Venue
Whitley Village Hall, Higher Whitley, Warrington, WA4
4EJ
Pavilions, Sandy Lane, Runcorn, Cheshire, WA7 4EX
Lostock Club, Works Lane, Northwich, Cheshire, CW9
7NW
Byley Village Hall, Moss Lane, Middlewich, CW10 9NG
Lach Dennis Village Hall, Holmes Chapel Road, Lach
Dennis, Northwich, CW9 7SZ

The first stage of consultation is a non-statutory or ‘informal’ stage and will run until 20th June 2014. A
statutory stage of consultation will be undertaken in September-October this year.
Greg Stewart, Director for INEOS Enterprises, said:
“We are holding public information days in a number of venues across Cheshire that will give local
residents an opportunity to view the plans and have their say on the proposed development. This first
stage of consultation will help us to develop our proposals before we undertake our statutory
consultation in the Autumn.
“We rely heavily on imported gas to generate electricity in the UK and this project would help to
secure a flexible supply of energy in the UK as well as providing investment and jobs for Cheshire.”

Keuper Gas Storage Limited,
Runcorn Site HQ, South Parade,
PO Box 9, Runcorn, Cheshire, WA7 4JE

PRESS RELEASE
The majority of the development will take place within the Holford Brinefield, which will include all of the
proposed gas storage cavities. Other, smaller aspects of development will include two new brine processing
tanks on the Lostock Works site and the refurbishment of the existing Whitley Pumping station.
INEOS already employs over 1200 people in Cheshire. The KGSP would represent a significant further
investment by INEOS in Cheshire and create 30 new jobs once operational, along with over 300 jobs during
construction.
If successful, the project would commence in 2017 and could be operational from 2020 onwards.
Local residents can submit their views on the proposal via email, post or by completing the feedback form on
the project website www.kgsp.co.uk.





Phone: Freephone 0800 1777 250 (During office hours Mon-Fri)
Email: info@kgsp.co.uk
Post: Freepost RSKS-SBBE-LHHZ, Keuper Gas Storage Project, c/o PPS Group, Hanover House,
30-32 Charlotte Street, Manchester, M1 4FD
Website: www.kgsp.co.uk
Ends

Notes to Editors
1. The project is being developed by Keuper Gas Storage Limited (KGSL), a wholly owned subsidiary of
INEOS Enterprises Group Limited.
2. INEOS Enterprises has been solution mining the Holford Brinefield for over 80 years and has over 20
years’ experience in the underground storage of natural gas.
3. The proposed development would make use of the natural geology of the area to provide underground gas
storage and the Holford Brinefield is one of the few places in the UK suitable for this purpose.
4. The natural gas would be stored in salt cavities specially created by extracting brine from below ground.
Storing natural gas in this way provides a stable and flexible source of energy and acts as a vital resource
in the balancing of secure natural gas supplies for the UK.
5. INEOS Enterprises has extensive experience of the geology for the area, which is supported by recent
studies, and an ongoing demand for brine to meet the needs of its customers within the chemical industry.
6. As the proposal is for important energy infrastructure, KGSP is classified as a Nationally Significant
Infrastructure Project (NSIP), which means that Keuper Gas Storage will be required to submit an
application for a Development Consent Order (DCO) from the Secretary of State for Energy and Climate
Change. As part of the DCO application process a period of statutory consultation is required. The first

Keuper Gas Storage Limited,
Runcorn Site HQ, South Parade,
PO Box 9, Runcorn, Cheshire, WA7 4JE

PRESS RELEASE
stage of consultation is a non-statutory or ‘informal’ stage that will run until 20th June 2014. KGSL plans
to undertake the statutory consultation in September-October 2014.
For further information please contact:
Telephone: 0800 1777 250
E-mail: info@kgsp.co.uk

Keuper Gas Storage Limited,
Runcorn Site HQ, South Parade,
PO Box 9, Runcorn, Cheshire, WA7 4JE
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Media coverage arising from Press Release 2

Northwich Guardian
23rd April 2014

Runcorn and Widnes World
24th April 2014

http://www.runcornandwidnesworld.co.uk/news/11163028.Information_day_in_Runcorn_
over_plans_to_expand_gas_storage/
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Further media coverage of the Project

Northwich Guardian
23th April 2014
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Adverts placed in local media outlets

Find out more about the Keuper Gas Storage Project
Keuper Gas Storage Limited, a wholly owned subsidiary of INEOS Enterprises Group Limited, is
developing plans for additional underground gas storage facilities at the Holford Brinefield and
surrounding area, north of Middlewich, Cheshire. It would see brine extracted from underground
cavities, which would then be used to store natural gas, helping to secure flexible energy
supplies in the UK.
The majority of the proposed development would take place within the Holford
Brinefield and surrounding area north of Middlewich, Cheshire, which would
include all of the proposed gas storage facilities. There would also be some other
smaller construction works at the Lostock Works site in Northwich, the existing
pumping station in Whitley and the INEOS ChlorVinyls site in Runcorn.
Come along to our public information days, which are part of the first stage of consultation on the
plans, to find out what’s happening in your area and speak to members of the Project Team:

For more information:
Call: Freephone 0800 1777 250
(Monday to Friday 9.00am to 5.30pm)
Write: Freepost RSKS-SBBE-LHHZ, Keuper
Gas Storage Project, c/o PPS Group, 3032 Charlotte Street, Manchester, M1 4FD
Email: info@kgsp.co.uk
Website: www.kgsp.co.uk

Date

Venue

Tuesday 6th May 2pm - 8pm

Whitley Village Hall, Village Lane, Higher Whitley, Warrington, WA4 4EJ

Wednesday 7th May 2pm - 8pm

Pavilions, Sandy Lane, Runcorn, Cheshire, WA7 4EX

Friday 9th May 2pm - 8pm

Lostock Club, Works Lane, Northwich, Cheshire, CW9 7NW

Thursday 15th May 2pm - 8pm

Byley Village Hall, Moss Lane, Middlewich, Cheshire, CW10 9NG

Friday 16th May 2pm - 8pm

Lach Dennis Village Hall, Holmes Chapel Road, Lach Dennis, Northwich, Cheshire, CW9 7SZ

Find out more about the Keuper Gas Storage Project
Keuper Gas Storage Limited, a wholly owned subsidiary of INEOS Enterprises Group Limited, is developing
plans for additional underground gas storage facilities at the Holford Brinefield and surrounding area, north of
Middlewich, Cheshire. It would see brine extracted from underground cavities, which would then be used to
store natural gas, helping to secure flexible energy supplies in the UK.
The majority of the proposed development would take place within the Holford Brinefield,
and surrounding area north of Middlewich, Cheshire, which would include all of the
proposed gas storage facilities. The only construction works that would take place in
Runcorn as part of the proposed development would involve extending an existing brine
pipeline located at the main INEOS ChlorVinyls site.
The existing brine pipeline, which runs from Northwich to Runcorn, will continue to be used to transport brine
from the Holford Brinefield to INEOS’ operations in Runcorn, and will not be used to move gas.
Come along to our public information days, which are part of the first stage of consultation on the plans,
to find out what’s happening in your area and speak to members of the Project Team:

For more information:
Call: Freephone 0800 1777 250
(Monday to Friday 9.00am to 5.30pm)
Write: Freepost RSKS-SBBE-LHHZ, Keuper
Gas Storage Project, c/o PPS Group, 3032 Charlotte Street, Manchester, M1 4FD
Email: info@kgsp.co.uk
Website: www.kgsp.co.uk

Date

Venue

Tuesday 6th May 2pm - 8pm

Whitley Village Hall, Village Lane, Higher Whitley, Warrington, WA4 4EJ

Wednesday 7th May 2pm - 8pm

Pavilions, Sandy Lane, Runcorn, Cheshire, WA7 4EX

Friday 9th May 2pm - 8pm

Lostock Club, Works Lane, Northwich, Cheshire, CW9 7NW

Thursday 15th May 2pm - 8pm

Byley Village Hall, Moss Lane, Middlewich, Cheshire, CW10 9NG

Friday 16th May 2pm - 8pm

Lach Dennis Village Hall, Holmes Chapel Road, Lach Dennis, Northwich, Cheshire, CW9 7SZ
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Screenshot of the Project specific website
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Website statistics during non-statutory consultations
period

Website Statistics – March – June 2014
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Information Day display boards

Keuper Gas Storage Project

Welcome to the Keuper Gas Storage Project (KGSP) Public
Information Day where you can find out about the plans
to develop additional underground gas storage facilities
at the Holford Brinefield, and surrounding area, north of
Middlewich, Cheshire.

Image of an existing gas storage
wellhead at Holford Brinefield

This Public Information Day is part of the first stage of consultation on the
proposals. We will be holding another stage of consultation later in the year.
Please feel free to take a look around and speak to members of the Project
Team, who will be happy to talk you through our plans. You can also fill in a
questionnaire to let us know your thoughts.

Who is KGSL?
The Keuper Gas Storage Project is being developed by Keuper Gas Storage
Limited, a wholly owned subsidiary of INEOS Enterprises Group Limited.
Keuper Gas Storage Limited is the project developer. INEOS Enterprises Limited
is the land owner and its Brine & Water Business would be responsible for the
solution mining of brine to facilitate this proposed development.
INEOS has strong ties to the region and employs over 1,200 people in Runcorn
and Northwich. The Company produces a range of essential chemicals for use by
industry in the UK and overseas.

The Project

The proposed development would involve using underground
salt cavities - created through solution mining - to store
natural gas. All of the proposed new gas storage cavities
would be located at the Holford Brinefield and surrounding
area north of Middlewich, Cheshire.

Overview of the proposed development

There are some other smaller construction works that would need to be
undertaken as part of the Project, they include two new brine processing tanks
on the Lostock Works Site, off Griffiths road, Northwich and the refurbishment of
the existing Whitley Pumping Station in Whitley.
The existing pipelines between Holford and Runcorn will continue to be used to
transport brine – these pipelines will not be used to move gas.
At Runcorn, the proposed development would involve extending an existing
brine pipeline located at the main INEOS ChlorVinyls site.

The history of solution
mining in Cheshire

INEOS Enterprises has been solution mining the Holford
Brinefield for over 80 years. This process produces brine, a
concentrated salt solution, which is used to produce chlorine,
which makes our drinking water safe. Brine is also used
in the production of everyday essentials such as washing
powder, toothpaste and table salt.

Solution mining has taken place at the Holford Brinefield site since the 1920s,
when the site was opened as a controlled solution mining field. Since that time,
over 200 cavities have been developed at the site for brine production.
INEOS has an ongoing demand for brine to meet the needs of its operations
across Cheshire and other customers in the chemical industry, including Tata in
Northwich. Even without gas storage, cavities would still be required to provide
the brine. Once the brine is mined, the specially designed cavity left behind can
then be used to store natural gas.

Cheshire’s geology
Cheshire’s geology means it is one of the few places in the UK where gas can
be safely stored underground and there are already a number of existing gas
storage facilities operating in the area. INEOS Enterprises has an excellent
understanding of the geology in the area due to its solution mining activities.
Additional surveys have also recently been undertaken to ensure all the
geological data is up to date.

Cross-section of geology at Holford Brinefield
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Why does the UK need gas storage?

Gas storage helps to keep
lights on and homes warm
across the UK by providing
a secure and flexible source
of energy. Over a quarter
of the UK’s electricity is
generated from gas and
we rely heavily on imports,
meaning domestic storage
is needed to respond to
variable demands – for
example, when more gas is
needed during colder, darker winter months. Forecasts show
that gas will remain an important energy source for heating
and electricity for UK homes for many decades.

The Government has recognised the importance of gas
storage and the Energy and Climate Change Committee,
which examines the work of government departments,
has called for the Government to double the UK’s current
gas storage by 2020.

The Benefits
• Providing a flexible and secure supply of energy to help keep the
lights on in the UK
• Up to 300 construction jobs and 30 operational jobs
• A significant further investment in Cheshire, which can be delivered
without subsidies from Government
• Supporting INEOS’ businesses at Runcorn by providing brine, which
is essential to ongoing operations
• KGSL is committed to giving something back to the local community.
KGSL expects to provide a community benefit fund similar to the fund
in place for the other existing gas storage projects at the Holford
Brinefield, where £20,000 is made available for local community
projects each year. We would like feedback from the local community
on how this fund could be used to provide local benefit.

The main gas storage site

Most of the construction activity would take place at the
main gas storage site in the Holford Brinefield, north of
Middlewich, Cheshire. Natural gas has been stored safely
in cavities in the Holford Brinefield since the 1980s. Today,
approximately 60 cavities are in use for the production
of brine, and there are 9 which currently store gas with a
further 20 being developed for gas storage.
As part of the Keuper Gas Storage Project up to 19 new cavities would
be created through solution mining and then used to store natural gas. The
location of the cavities is carefully decided based on detailed analysis of the
geology and layout of the site.
The map below shows the locations of the existing cavities and the proposed
new ones.

Location of existing and proposed new cavities

What will the main gas storage
site look like?

What will it look like?
Most of the proposed development (the cavities) will be located underground.
At each cavity there will be a wellhead that will look similar to the image
below. The wellhead compounds will typically be 50m x 50m with most of the
equipment less than 4m high. The other visible parts of the development will
be the Gas Processing Plant and internal site access roads. Typically the Gas
Processing Plant will cover an area of approximately 7.5 hectares.
Example of an existing brine wellhead at Holford Brinefield

During construction the most visible machinery that will be used is a drilling
rig, which is about 25-30m high. However, the rig is only present at each
wellhead for approximately one month and will be removed from the site after
construction. There may be two drilling rigs on site at some stages, moving from
well-site to well-site. During solution mining there will be occasional visits to each
well site by a workover rig to make adjustments to the well.
Example of an existing gas processing plant in Portugal

As part of the planning application a Landscape and Visual Assessment will be
prepared. This will look at the potential impacts of the proposed development
on the local landscape and viewpoints and any mitigation measures that may
be required.

How does it work?

There are two stages to the Project – solution mining and
gas storage.
Solution mining

3

The salt dissolves into the water creating a brine
solution and leaving behind a space, or cavity.
Nitrogen is pumped into the cavity during solution
mining to allow its size to be carefully controlled

2
Water is pumped into the
salt.

1

4

A borehole is drilled through
the rock strata to the underlying
layer of salt. Tubes are then
cemented into the hole down to
the salt rock.

Water flow

The brine is pumped out of
the cavity and transported via
existing underground pipelines
to brine customers.

Salt

Salt

Brine flow

Gas storage

2

3

Gas is measured and then passed
through a Gas Processing Plant
before it is injected into
the cavity.

When there is a high demand for
gas, for example, during colder,
winter months, the gas can be
withdrawn from storage.

4
1
The cavities left behind by solution
mining are used to store gas from
the National Transmission System
(NTS) at times when gas usage is
lower, for example during warmer,
summer months.

Gas out
Gas in

100m

80 — 100m

The gas passes through a gas
treatment facility to remove water
and impurities before it is returned
to the NTS.

What’s happening at Runcorn?

As the purpose of this
project is to provide gas
storage, sometimes more
brine will be removed
when making the gas
cavities than is needed
by INEOS’ customers. The
brine that is not needed
will be transported via
Location for the proposed brine pipeline extension
existing underground
pipelines from the Holford
Brinefield to the INEOS ChlorVinyls site at Runcorn, where it
will be discharged into the Manchester Ship Canal, Weaver
Navigation and, ultimately, the River Mersey.
As part of the application for the Keuper Gas Storage Project, we will be
seeking permission to extend this pipeline by approximately 400m. The
proposed pipeline will be routed from close to where it currently enters the
Weaver Navigation, through the Runcorn Site and then cross the Weaver
Navigation to the Manchester Ship Canal, near to Weaver Sluices. The
pipeline will not be used to transport gas and no gas will be stored at the
Runcorn Site.
INEOS currently has consent under an Environmental Permit, which is issued
by the Environment Agency, to discharge surplus brine in this way. This method
has been shown through the permit process not to be harmful to the Manchester
Ship Canal, Weaver Navigation or River Mersey as the brine solution is quickly
diluted and ultimately enters salt water.
One of the benefits of this project, when compared to other gas storage
projects across the world, is that the majority of the brine produced will be
supplied to our customers rather than being discharged in the sea.

INEOS in Runcorn
There are 2 INEOS sites in Runcorn, both of which are dependent on the brine
produced at Holford Brinefield. INEOS ChlorVinyls uses brine to produce caustic
soda and chlorine, this chlorine is used to keep most of the UK’s drinking water
safe and INEOS Enterprises’ Salt Business uses brine to produce table salt, water
softeners and de-icing salt.
INEOS employs over 1,100 people at its Runcorn sites.

What’s happening at Whitley?

The Whitley Pumping Station is an existing, but out of service,
pumphouse about half way between Lostock Works in
Northwich and INEOS’ Runcorn Site.
It was used to help pump the brine that travels in underground pipelines from the
Holford Brinefields to INEOS’ Runcorn Site.
We are proposing to refurbish the pumphouse so it can be used as part of
the Keuper Gas Storage Project. This would involve replacing some of the
equipment within the pumphouse building, reconnecting it to the electricity
supply and installing a new anti-surge vessel, within the existing site compound
but outside of the existing pumphouse.
The refurbished pumping station will be used to pump brine; no gas is being
transported through the pipeline.

Existing Whitley pumping
station to be refurbished

Existing 20˝ brine pipe

Location of existing Whitley pumping station

Safety

Salt cavities have been
used to store natural gas
for over 60 years and gas
has been stored safely
in cavities at the Holford
Brinefield since the 1980s.
The gas storage facility
will have to meet strict
safety standards, which
Security fences around an existing wellhead
are amongst the most
stringent in the world.
Gas storage sites are subject to strict safety standards
under the Control of Major Accident Hazards (COMAH)
Regulations 1999.
The site will be regulated by the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) and
Environment Agency (EA) who are responsible for ensuring local people and
the environment are protected. An emergency plan will also be developed
and agreed with the HSE, Cheshire West & Chester Council and local
emergency services.
Salt cavities are ideal for storing natural gas as the salt strata is impermeable
to gas (meaning gas can’t pass through it). Between the cavity and the surface
pipework there will be three verticle layers of high integrity steel tubing to
contain the gas. Systems are in place that will automatically shut down the
facility in the event of any potential incident. Each individual wellhead will be
surrounded by a security fence and will be under 24 hour CCTV surveillance.
The Gas Processing Plant will be manned 24/7.

Runcorn technicians working
to keep the plant safe

Safety at INEOS
Safety runs through the heart of all
that INEOS does. INEOS operates to
strict regulations that are set by the
national environment agencies of the
countries in which we operate. We are
committed to ensuring that our facilities
have as low an impact as possible
on local people and the environment
and we continue to work in close
partnership with community groups
and other stakeholders to ensure that
we are a responsible neighbour.

Environment

As part of the Development Consent Order (DCO)
application an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) will
be undertaken. This will look at the potential impact of the
proposed development and any measures that need to be
put in place to protect the environment.
The output of the environmental studies will provide important information
about the final design, construction and operation of the Facility. Where the
studies indicate that environmental impacts could exist, mitigating measures
will be developed and incorporated into the proposals.

Ecology
Ecology surveys have started at the Project site to gather a full picture of the
existing habitats in the development area prior to any works starting. These
surveys will help inform the design in such a way as to minimise impact on
habitats. Once operational, much of the development will be underground
and therefore have a low direct impact on ecology.
The extracted brine will either be used in chemical manufacturing processes
at Runcorn or be discharged, under licence, to the Manchester Ship Canal.
This discharge has been assessed and it is not expected that it will have
any adverse impact on ecology, as the brine solution is quickly diluted and
ultimately enters salt water.

Noise
Noise levels will be assessed, and measures will be put in place to deal
with any potential noise disturbance. The potential for noise disturbance
is greatest during construction and this will be managed through standard
construction practices. It is also likely that construction will be limited to
fixed hours during the day to minimise disturbance. Once operational, it
is expected that noise generated from the brine mining and gas storage
processes will be minimal.

Air quality
The potential impact on air quality will be assessed as part of the EIA.
During construction, this could include dust, which will be carefully
managed. During operation, the Gas Processing Plant will use gasfired heaters to help dry and compress the gas for storage. This process
will be controlled within limits set out by the Environment Agency in an
Environmental Permit.

Traffic

A Traffic Assessment will be undertaken as part of the
Environmental Impact Assessment for the Keuper Gas
Storage Project. This will look at the likely number of vehicles
accessing the site; the times of access; and determine any
mitigation measures that may be necessary.
All construction traffic will enter the site at the existing main site entrance on King
Street (A530), either travelling from the north on the A556 or from the south on
the A54/M6. As some of the proposed wellheads are to the north of Drakelow
Lane and east of Yatehouse Lane, it will be necessary for construction vehicles to
travel along or across these roads. A routing plan will be developed to ensure
that heavy or large loads are brought to site along the safest routes and with as
little impact as possible on the surrounding road network.
When the Facility is operational, traffic will be minimal. A traffic management
plan will be developed, that will detail any measures needed to minimise the
impact of traffic on neighbours and the local community. Full details of the traffic
management plan will be published as part of the Traffic Assessment.

KGSP Site Plan

KGSP Site Entrance

Gas Plant

Access Road

The planning process

Because of the importance of the proposed development in
helping the UK meet its increasing energy needs, the Keuper
Gas Storage Project is classified as a Nationally Significant
Infrastructure Project (NSIP). This means that rather than
going through the local authority like most planning
applications, the Project requires a Development Consent
Order (DCO) from the Secretary of State for Energy and
Climate Change (DECC). For further information on the NSIP
process please visit
http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk
As part of the DCO application process it is necessary to undertake a period
of statutory consultation on the proposed development. Before doing this a nonstatutory or ‘informal’ stage of consultation will be carried out, which this Public
Information Day is part of. This stage of consultation will run until 20th June
2014 and will help to firm up the proposals before undertaking the statutory
stage of consultation in September-October this year.

Non statutory consultation
April-June 2014

Statutory consultation
September-October 2014

Submission of DCO application
Early 2015

Determination of the DCO
Early 2016

Construction starts
From 2017

Solution mining starts
From 2018

Gas storage starts
From 2020

Have your say
We hope you have found
this Public Information
Day useful and thank you
for coming along. Please
take the time to fill in a
feedback form, and return
it by 20th June 2014. You
can return the feedback
form in the box provided
today, using the contact
methods below, or via
our online questionnaire.
All feedback received
will be collated and,
where possible, taken into
account throughout the
development process.

Getting in touch
You can get in touch with the Project team in the following ways:
• Call us: Freephone 0800 1777 250 (During office hours Mon-Fri)
• Email us: info@kgsp.co.uk
• Write to us: Freepost RSKS-SBBE-LHHZ, Keuper Gas Storage Project, c/o PPS
Group, Hanover House, 30-32 Charlotte Street, Manchester, M1 4FD
• Visit us at: www.kgsp.co.uk
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Feedback Form
Keuper Gas Storage Ltd (KGSL) is seeking your views and
comments on its proposals for additional underground gas
storage facilities at the Holford Brinefield, and surrounding
area north of Middlewich, Cheshire.

You do not have to answer all or any of the
questions on this form, and if you wish to
make a general comment on the scheme,
please use the comments section below.

This feedback form is based on the information presented as
part of the non-statutory consultation process (both online
and at the public exhibitions) and has been designed to
highlight the key issues on which we are consulting.

We very much value your comments and are
happy to provide guidance as required in
completing this form. All comments should be
submitted by Friday 20th June 2014.

The Proposal
Which areas relating to the proposal are most important to you? (Tick all that apply)
Visual appearance
Noise and vibration
Energy security
Geology
Traffic and transport
Local wildlife & ecology
Other (please specify below)

Flood risk
Health and safety
Air quality
Local employment
Investment in the local economy
Archaeology

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….....
Do you have any comments you would like to make?

Please turn over

Did you find today’s public information day useful?
(please tick)
Very useful
Useful
Not Sure

Not Useful
Not Useful At All

Do you have any comments on the information day?

Contact
This information is optional, but will help us to analyse the information you have provided more effectively and
enable us to keep you updated on the project in the future.

Name/
Organisation:
Address:
……………………………………………………….....

Gender:

Male
Female

Age range:

21-30
41-50

I would like to
be kept
updated by:

Phone
Email
Post

……………………………………………………….....
……………………………………………………….....
……………………………………………………….....

31-40
50+

Postcode:
Email:
Telephone:
Thank you for taking the time to complete this feedback form. Completed feedback forms can be returned in
the box provided or via our Freepost address:
Freepost RSKS-SBBE-LHHZ, Keuper Gas Storage Project, c/o PPS Group, 30-32 Charlotte Street, Manchester,
M1 4FD (no stamp required)
Or email your comments to: info@kgsp.co.uk
Further information can be found on the KGSP website: www.kgsp.co.uk
The deadline for comments is Friday 20th June 2014
Providing your contact details allows PPS (Local & Regional) Ltd, on behalf of Keuper Gas Storage Ltd, to assess the reach of the consultation
programme and log responses. Should you select to be kept informed, your email address and telephone number will allow KGSL to keep you updated
on plans for the Keuper Gas Storage Project. Copies of the feedback received may be made available, in due course, to the Planning Inspectorate,
Cheshire West and Chester Council and Halton Borough Council. We will, however, request that your personal details are not placed on the public
record. Your personal details will be held securely by PPS (Local and Regional) Ltd and KGSL in accordance with the Data Protection Act 2000 and will
not be passed to any additional third parties.
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Poster publicising the non-statutory consultation

Find out more about the
Keuper Gas Storage Project
Keuper Gas Storage Limited, a wholly owned subsidiary of INEOS Enterprises Group
Limited, is developing plans for additional underground gas storage facilities at the
Holford Brinefield and surrounding area, north of Middlewich, Cheshire. It would see
brine extracted from underground cavities, which would then be used to store natural
gas, helping to secure flexible energy supplies in the UK.
The majority of the proposed development would take place within the
Holford Brinefield and surrounding area north of Middlewich, Cheshire,
which would include all of the proposed gas storage facilities. There would
also be some other smaller construction works at the Lostock Works site
in Northwich, the existing pumping station in Whitley and the INEOS
ChlorVinyls site in Runcorn.
Come along to our public information days, which are part of the first stage of consultation on
the plans, to find out what’s happening in your area and speak to members of the Project Team:

Date

Venue

Tuesday 6th May 2pm - 8pm

Whitley Village Hall, Village Lane, Higher Whitley,
Warrington, WA4 4EJ

Wednesday 7th May 2pm - 8pm

Pavilions, Sandy Lane, Runcorn, Cheshire, WA7 4EX

Friday 9th May 2pm - 8pm

Lostock Club, Works Lane, Northwich, Cheshire,
CW9 7NW

Thursday 15th May 2pm - 8pm

Byley Village Hall, Moss Lane, Middlewich, Cheshire,
CW10 9NG

Friday 16th May 2pm - 8pm

Lach Dennis Village Hall, Holmes Chapel Road, Lach
Dennis, Northwich, Cheshire, CW9 7SZ

For more information:
Call: Freephone 0800 1777 250
(Monday to Friday 9.00am to 5.30pm)
Write: Freepost RSKS-SBBE-LHHZ, Keuper Gas Storage Project, c/o PPS Group,
30-32 Charlotte Street, Manchester, M1 4FD
Email: info@kgsp.co.uk
Website: www.kgsp.co.uk

Find out more about the
Keuper Gas Storage Project
Keuper Gas Storage Limited, a wholly owned subsidiary of INEOS Enterprises Group
Limited, is developing plans for additional underground gas storage facilities at the
Holford Brinefield and surrounding area, north of Middlewich, Cheshire. It would see
brine extracted from underground cavities, which would then be used to store natural
gas, helping to secure flexible energy supplies in the UK.
The majority of the proposed development would take place within the
Holford Brinefield, and surrounding area north of Middlewich, Cheshire,
which would include all of the proposed gas storage facilities. The only
construction works that would take place in Runcorn as part of the proposed
development would involve extending an existing brine pipeline located at
the main INEOS ChlorVinyls site.
The existing brine pipeline, which runs from Northwich to Runcorn, will continue to be used
to transport brine from the Holford Brinefield to INEOS’ operations in Runcorn, and will not
be used to move gas.
Come along to our public information days, which are part of the first stage of consultation on
the plans, to find out what’s happening in your area and speak to members of the Project Team:

Date

Venue

Tuesday 6th May 2pm - 8pm

Whitley Village Hall, Village Lane, Higher Whitley,
Warrington, WA4 4EJ

Wednesday 7th May 2pm - 8pm

Pavilions, Sandy Lane, Runcorn, Cheshire, WA7 4EX

Friday 9th May 2pm - 8pm

Lostock Club, Works Lane, Northwich, Cheshire,
CW9 7NW

Thursday 15th May 2pm - 8pm

Byley Village Hall, Moss Lane, Middlewich, Cheshire,
CW10 9NG

Friday 16th May 2pm - 8pm

Lach Dennis Village Hall, Holmes Chapel Road, Lach
Dennis, Northwich, Cheshire, CW9 7SZ

For more information:
Call: Freephone 0800 1777 250
(Monday to Friday 9.00am to 5.30pm)
Write: Freepost RSKS-SBBE-LHHZ, Keuper Gas Storage Project, c/o PPS Group,
30-32 Charlotte Street, Manchester, M1 4FD
Email: info@kgsp.co.uk
Website: www.kgsp.co.uk
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KGSP Poster Locations
















Pavilions, Runcorn
Lach Dennis Village Hall
Lostock Gralam Community Centre
Lostock Club
Byley Village Hall
Whitley Village Hall
Halton Lea Direct Link
Heath Road Medical Centre
Weston Dental Centre
Northwich Library
Middlewich Road Surgery
The Acorns Surgery
Oaklands Medical Centre
Comberbach Primary School
Whitley Village School
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Invitees to the stakeholder workshop

Address
20th May 2014
Dear xxxxxxx,
CHANGE OF DATE FOR KEUPER GAS STORAGE PROJECT STAKEHOLDER WORKSHOP
Further to our recent invitation to attend a Stakeholder Workshop to discuss plans to develop further
gas storage in Cheshire, I am writing to inform you that the date for the event has been changed.
Keuper Gas Storage Limited (KGSL), a wholly owned subsidiary of INEOS Enterprises Group Limited, is
proposing to develop the Keuper Gas Storage Project (KGSP) at the southern end of the Holford
Brinefield and the surrounding area, north of Middlewich, Cheshire.
The Stakeholder Workshop will bring together local community representatives and stakeholder
groups to discuss different aspects of the proposed development, and will cover a number of topics
including: geology, ecology, health and safety and traffic and transport. It would see brine extracted
from underground cavities, which would then be used to store natural gas, helping to secure flexible
energy supplies in the UK.
Following feedback from invitees, the new date for the Workshop will be:
Wednesday 11th June 2014
12 noon – 3pm
Chester Racecourse, Grey Friars, The Racecourse, Chester, CH1 2LY
I would be grateful if you could confirm your attendance by contacting our Freephone Information
Line on 0800 1777 250 or emailing info@kgsp.co.uk*. Once you have registered for the workshop,
you will receive a confirmation e-mail or telephone call to confirm your place. We will also provide
you with an agenda and directions to the venue.
I do hope you will be able to join us at the Stakeholder Workshop. Alternatively if you would like to
arrange a separate meeting to discuss the proposals or would like further information, please contact
the Project Team using the above contact details or visit www.kgsp.co.uk.
Yours faithfully,

Greg Stewart
Operations Director
*These contact details will put you in touch with PPS Group, who are managing the consultation process on behalf of
Keuper Gas Storage Limited

Stakeholder Workshop Invitees































Ward councillors within Consultation Zone B, including members of Cheshire West
and Chester Council, Cheshire East Council, Halton Borough Council and Warrington
Borough Council.
The Leaders of Cheshire West and Chester Council, Halton Borough Council and
Cheshire East Council.
The Chief Executives of Cheshire West and Chester Council, Halton Borough Council
and Cheshire East Council.
Relevant Cabinet/Executive Members at Cheshire West and Chester Council, Halton
Borough Council and Cheshire East Council.
Relevant parish councils including: Byley Parish Council; Lach Dennis Parish Council;
Lostock Gralam Parish Council; Northwich Town Council; Rudheath Parish Council;
Wincham Parish Council; Marston Parish Council; Comberbach Parish Council;
Whitley Parish Council; Dutton Parish Council; Preston Brook Parish Council; Sutton
Parish Council; Anderton with Marbury Parish Council; Allostock Parish Council; Little
Leigh Parish Council; Aston Parish Council; Davenham Parish Council; Middlewich
Town Council; Plumley Parish Council; Cranage Parish Council; Sproston Parish
Council; Lower Peover Parish Council; Nether Peover Parish Council.
Relevant MPs, including the elected representatives for the Tatton; Weaver Vale;
Widnes and Runcorn; Congelton and Eddisbury constituencies.
The Environment Agency
Natural England
English Heritage
Health and Safety Executive
Campaign to Protect Rural England
Cheshire Region Biodiversity Partnership
Groundwork Cheshire
Cheshire Wildlife Trust
Cheshire and Warrington LEP
Liverpool LEP
Halton Chamber of Commerce & Enterprise
Warrington Chamber of Commerce
East Cheshire Chamber of Commerce
West Cheshire and North Wales Chamber of Commerce
Cheshire Age UK
Cheshire Community Action
Byley Community Association
Cheshire Community Development Trust
University Of Chester Academy, Rudheath
Mid Cheshire College
INEOS Site Community Forum Representative
Runcorn Residents Federation
Runcorn Golf Club
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KGSP Stakeholder Workshop
AGENDA
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Date:
Time:
Venue:

Wednesday 11th June 2014
12pm – 3pm
Chester Racecourse, Grey Friars, The Racecourse,
Chester, CH1 2LY

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

12.00pm

Lunch and registration

12.30pm

Welcome and introduction to the workshop (Facilitator)

12.40pm

Presentation on the Keuper Gas Storage Project (KGSP)

1.00pm

Warm up exercise

1.15pm

Group discussion

2.00pm

Feedback from group discussion

2.45pm

Workshop summary

3.00pm

Workshop ends

Refreshments will be served at intervals throughout the event.
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Stakeholder workshop meeting report

Meeting Report
Regarding:
Keuper Gas Storage Stakeholder Workshop

Date:
11th June 2014

Attending:
Stakeholders
- Cheshire East Council
k - Halton Chamber of Commerce and Enterprise
- Middlewich Town Council
- Environment Agency
- Environment Agency
– INEOS Community Forum
– Wincham Parish Council
– Cheshire West and Chester Council
- Halton Borough Council

Project team
(RS) - INEOS
(DP) - INEOS
(JW) - INEOS
(RC) - INEOS
(RM) - ERM
(IW) - SCP Transport
(JL) - Zyda Law
(RE) - PPS (Facilitator)
– PPS (Secretariat)

12.30pm – 12.40pm
Welcome and introductions
RE welcomed attendees to the workshop and introduced herself as the facilitator for the event. She
explained that PPS is responsible for organising and managing the pre-application consultation on this
project on behalf of INEOS Enterprises. She then introduced the project team and provided an
overview of the agenda and objectives of the workshop. It was explained that the application is a
Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP), which means the application, a Development
Consent Order (DCO), will be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate rather than the local authority.
12.40pm – 1pm
Presentation on the Keuper Gas Storage Project
RS delivered a short presentation on the Keuper Gas Storage Project (KGSP) which covered the
following points:
 The history of INEOS and KGSP

 The background to the project and the history of brine solution mining
 The proposed project
 Outline of the Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) process and non-statutory
consultation
 Overview of initial feedback from consultees to date
1pm- 1.15pm
Warm up exercise
Attendees split into two groups and sat around breakout tables. The two tables were facilitated by
Richard Stevenson and David Peterson of INEOS. The groups were split as follows:
Group 1 (Richard Stevenson) –
Group 2 (David Peterson) -

.
.

Attendees were asked to each identify three benefits and three issues about the proposal which were
fed back to the group.
Both groups identified similar benefits which fell into the following categories:
 Security of gas supply for the UK
 Local investment
 Jobs for local people
 Community benefit
The main issues noted are listed below:
 Transport during construction
 Visual impact of well heads
 Noise from drilling
 Gas transportation
 Potential for odours/ smells
 Wildlife and ecology
 Geology
 Flood risk
 Impact of brine discharge

1.15pm - 2.00pm

Breakout into work groups
The facilitators highlighted the main themes identified by each group which then formed the basis for
each group discussion. During this stage of the workshop the experts within the project team

circulated between the two groups to input into the discussion as necessary.
The main areas discussed are as follows:
Economic Benefits
 Attendees felt that a benefit of the project was the number of jobs created - 300 jobs during
construction and 30 operational jobs. It was noted that the project would provide good quality,
high skilled jobs.
 It was noted by attendees that as well as providing jobs that the project also supports other
businesses in the area which rely on brine from INEOS, including INEOS Chlor Vinyls and Tata
Chemicals. Peter Cook stated that if INEOS Chlor Vinyls were to close down that this would not
only affect INEOS employees but also the many contractors and suppliers in the Runcorn area
that work with INEOS and therefore it is essential to ensure the continued future of INEOS
Chlor Vinyls.
 It was stated that industry was declining in Northwich/Cheshire with many organisations
moving out of the area in recent years.
 RS explained that the dual use of the caverns at KGSP makes it a more cost effective
investment for INEOS and RC commented that providing a long term brine supply helps to keep
the cost to customers under control.
 Attendees enquired about the type of jobs (skilled vs unskilled) on offer and asked whether the
workforce and contractors would be sourced from the local area (and if this commitment
would form part of the planning application).
 RS explained that whilst it is not possible to specify companies at this stage previous projects at
the Holford Brinefield have used local contractors from the North West.
 The availability of skills in the local area was raised as a potential issue.
Security of gas supply
 Attendees felt that the project’s contribution to securing a flexible gas supply for the UK was a
positive.
 Discussions were held around how gas is stored on site and how it is moved around the gas
network.
Ecology and Environment
 Concerns were raised about the impact on local rivers and water courses during construction.
 It was noted that there is a SSSI not far from the site and attendees asked how this would be
protected.
 RM explained that as part of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), that forms part of
the DCO application, the potential impact on all water courses and habitats/wildlife was being
assessed and an environmental management plan was being prepared. This would also take
into account any SSSIs.
 RS explained that most of the construction process is ‘dry’ and that no brine is discharged into







local water courses as part of the construction process.
RM added that, once operational, most of the activity takes place below ground meaning there
is a limited impact on ecology on the surface.
The impact on otters was raised as a potential concern. RM confirmed they were being
considered as part of the EIA.
The impact of purging brine into the Weaver Navigation was raised with concerns about the
impact on the salt concentration in the water. The position of brine purge discharge and the
need to mitigate any ecological impacts was also discussed. Enquiries were also made about
the current Environment Agency permit for brine water purging.
Attendees asked whether any noise would be generated by the drilling process. DP explained
that very little sound is generated by the drilling process.

Transport
 There was a lengthy discussion in both groups on construction traffic which it was agreed was
one of the central concerns.
 Attendees enquired about transport movements during construction and how they would be
managed.
 RS explained that INEOS had learnt from the first gas storage project at the Holford Brinefield
where construction traffic went through Byley village causing concern for local people. A new
access point was created during the second gas storage project off King Street which KGSP
would also use. This will prevent traffic going through Byley. It was also explained that
construction traffic routes would be defined to contractors with the potential to cancel any
contracts if drivers don’t adhere to these routes.
 RS also explained that INEOS recognises that traffic is a potential concern and that traffic
numbers and mitigation are being considered as part of the EIA. Delivery of construction
materials is likely to come from the South generally via the M6 and it was unlikely that much
construction traffic would go through Northwich or Middlewich.
 Attendees raised concerns that any additional HGV traffic might slow traffic flows on the A556
(King Street) and surrounding road networks.
 IW explained that site construction is going to be phased in order to mitigate the effects of
additional traffic flow. During peak hours very few HGVs were likely to be entering/leaving site,
which is unlikely to have a significant effect on the traffic flow on King St.
Health and Safety
 Attendees asked about the potential safety risks of the project including the potential for gas
leaks and explosions at the surface.
 Attendees also asked what security measures would be in place.
 RC explained that there are three layers of steel in each cavity and that salt rock is impervious
to gas meaning that the risk of any gas leak is incredibly low.
 RC explained that the gas cavities and all in secure fenced compounds and under 24 hour CCTV
monitoring.




The cavities structural integrity was discussed, including diameter of cavities and the solution
mining method employed by KGSL.
Attendees asked how the cavities are checked. RS explained that sonar is used to assess the
integrity of the cavities.

Geology
 Attendees asked about the geology of the site and how it is assessed.
 RC explained the process for undertaking seismic surveys and displayed some images of the
geology at the site and what it means for the project.
 The presence of the King Street fault was raised and it was asked whether this was an issue.
 RC confirmed that this has been looked at extensively and the project has been designed to
avoid this.
 The potential for surface subsidence was also discussed. RC explained that the design and
operation of the cavities will ensure that no damaging surface subsidence will occur. A regular
monitoring schedule will be put in place to verify this.

2.00-2.20pm
Feedback from work groups
The groups then reported to the wider group on the key points of discussion raised during the
breakout sessions.
During this discussion all of the points were discussed again, and this gave the opportunity for
attendees to question the project team and experts further on these issues.
During this final discussion some additional points were raised including:
 The potential to engage with local schools and universities around STEM skills.
 How a community benefit fund could be used to support the development of local skills.

2.20-2.40pm
Workshop summary
RE gave a summary of the key findings of the workshop and explained that these issues would be
addressed by the project team during the consultation process. The participants were thanked for
their contributions and reminded about the second stage of consultation due to take place later in the
year. RE also highlighted that the Freephone, Freepost and email service operated by PPS will continue
to be operational between the two consultation periods.
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Organisations Consulted During Scoping

